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'AVING long Ele n 
Ambition of . 
publick Acknowle C : 
went of the man Gb. 
| ligations I have been honoured with 
by You, it is with an unexpreſſible 
Satisfaction, that I take this Op- 
portunity of accompliſning my 
Deſire, and cannot but take a 
mighty Pleaſure” in complying 
witt the moſt equitable Demands | 
of Duty and Gratitude. _- 

The following Pages, in 
* to receive an additional Lu- 
ſtre from the Brightneſs of the 
Name prefixed, were written b7 
the Learned Cardinal Bellarmin, 
in his declining | Yeats, after a; ſuffi- 
cient Experience of the Vanity of” 


44 a. 4 


$08 World's Or alluring ; ron eu 


—— — — — — 


ments, which are ſo apt to en 
the Mind, and dazzle the Imagj- 
nation ; and indeed "OF is à Sen- 
timent, which often makes its Way 


through the Splendour of Stats and 


. purple; it whiſpers Seriouſneſs to 


the greateſt Favourite of Fortune, 
and caſts a ſolemn Shade on e 
and Crimſon. n | 
It is indeed, very mary. when 
0 uch 4 Reflection leads to the Con- 
ſideration of a State of pure and 
unmingled Pleaſure; then out of 
the Eater there comes forth Meat, 
and out of the Strong, Sweetneſs ; 
and certainly our Author could 
neyet have Thought of a Theme 
mor radiant and refreſhing amidſt 
the Infirmitics of Old Age, than 
chis Subject of Everlaſting Reſt, 
about which He choſe to cmploy 
his Evening Meditations. 
For ſo glorious is che Reddy 
Though and Bent of a perfect, 
and 


and never-fading Felicity, that it 
gives Strength to ſurmount the 
Ireateſt Difficulties. It was this 
which inſpir'd the noble Army of 
Martyrs, witch an unmoveable 
Conſtancy, tho ſurrounded with 
all the Terrors of Death and Tor- 
ture, tis chis alone can reſtrain 
the ſwelling Tide of irregular Paſ- 
ſions, overcome the ſtrongeſt In- 
clinations of Nature, vanquiſh the 
Temptations of luxurious Gran- 
deur, and finally, extend its Con- 
queſts to diſtant Worlds, and tri- 
umphs over Principalities and 
JJ. 55 oe 15, 
By tranſlating this Diſcourſe, 
which the great Bellarmin compo- 
ſed in the laſt Scene of Life, I en- 
deavoured to ſoften ſome of thoſe. 
melancholy Reflections, which 
are as fatal to youthful Hopes, as 
£ 2 Froſts to the forward 


loſſoms, and makes as great a 
I. Ravage 


Ravage in ahe! Mind: as does an 
unrelenting Storm, ame 8. the 
firſt and tendereſt Beauties of. A 
| Garden n aff 5 

My: finall Part in this — 
mance, mean as it is, I humbly 
* to your View and Accep- 
tance ; not altogether without 
Hopes lob: Succeſs, tince an exalted 
Goodneſs: is wont to regard the 
meaneſt Offering, if ſincere, as 
well as the abe and. ad wg 
| nificent Sacrifice. Nr bat e | 

T:'muſt needs con els, tha) no- 
hn; but what is exceeding polite; 
and valuable, can properly have 


any Pretenſions to tlie Patronage 
of one, whoſe Goodneſs in pal- 


{ing over Errors, great as it is, 
is yet not ſuperior to her uncom- 
mon Penetration in diſcerning 
them, directly contrary to the 
ſtrange Humour of many mo- 
dern n who! delight to 


"throw 


e ; - \ | 
: e Dedication. 
| =—_ » 
* & * „ ] 13 * * . 7 4 . 7555. * , . Y 5 


throw 2 Cloud on the bright- 
eft Parts of a performance, and 
will neyer condeſcend to pardon 
thoſe Blemiſhes which have no 
Exiſtence but in their on Imagi- 
De 
e the Sublimeneſs and vaſt 
Importance of this glorious | 
Theme, here treated of, and that 
conſpicupus Vein of Piety which 
animates the whole, may, perhaps, 
in ſome Meaſure, attone for the 
ſlation, and render it an | agree, 
able Companion for the devout 
Retirements of 2 Lady, in whoſe 
pious and amiable Converſation 
we ſee reflected many of the 
ſocial Beauties of that Paradice, 
which our Author ſo emphatical- 
ly Qeſcribes.'..\) 
The Jdea of that inviolable 
Love and conſtant Harmony which 
reigns through all chat blisful 


Place, 


: * 7 * > 
7 he Declic 2 ation. 5 


Place, is reviyed in our Minds, 
while we view thoſe Exem lary 
Actions N aſſion and Be. 
nificence, which | ing daily per. 
form'd by you, appear numerous, 
as the Glorie of a Conſtellation, 
to adorn à Life ld with Muni- 
ficence and Serenit 

Ho- lovely an geſtrable ſuch 
a Life is, I need nor le but 
what is Rill greater, it carries our 
Meditation higher, to more dura. 
ble Enjoyments, as directly lea: 
ding to the Ccleſtal Paradiſe, 
and all the nameleſs - +6X7 
Fo tro: OY. 


2 | ef Obedient, and. | 
1 0 A Humble Servant, 


Tnomas Fox ron, 


—— 


Fa CL that can be expected 
hn o, Introduction, is, 
== that ] ſhould firſt briefly. 
let the Reader know the Reaſons. 
which induced me to tranſlate this 
little Tract of Cardinal Bellar- 
min's ; and then, Secondly, ac- 
quaint him with the Cauſe why 1 
at gone through but one Part 
Y As to the former, 1 muſt own, 
that my Author s moſs excellent 
ps 1 a . 


. 


6 Lac! 2 4 whe : - * 
N a N 
o We 7 . ws $ * p . 


F 1 In bis Poleniical"W 
Nb note be. ANI, 
palpaple Errors, we are entertain- 
ae with 4 Smartneſs of eArgu- 
ment, very beautiful and di 775 8 

guſhing. Surely then, in his Pra-. 

etical Writings, we. p14yFoery” well 
expect to meet . 2 5 Jo 
and uncommon. 
In the following Fr 


Har 5 piou ſly ſetting lr e 
4  Judicious ee 85 the Clory o 
1 the New Jeruſalem, 10 cvean us 
1 from the deteitſul Vanities of, a 
1 wretched World, and inſpire us 
Wil with a true Chri ſtian Courage, to 
enable us © patiently to-ſuftam the 
era A jo evans and C * 

c 


4 The; P W 

(The:Dignity of this Subj 4 WAS 
all another Reaſon. 257 ventu- 

red to put this Di {courſe in an Eng. 
Un Dias. and though it is our 
Happineſ to. hade any curious 
and invaluable Books... written on 
this. Head, by, the. ableſt Divines of 
our oꝛon Commnunion; Het bar! great 
4444 Es: the Them that there 


nd 4 Metra, T 85 
g aller valle, . fra 


4 „ 


uſconrſes,. curitten by 
f WET Author's Communion, 
bath (ben tranſlated) met with a 
very \{auayrable; Reception from the 
\Publick.: particularly, Drexclius on 
Eternity, 8 N he chiefly conſi- 
ders iti with, Regard to the more 
ſerch; aun il, Condition 
of Pon emp d and n Spirits. 
then, (as it 1 2 N 
ou 206; delight wo luſten, wth E 


ö pions 


: 80 . FA 
"2 
pr 
I bes. 


DV. - 


CERT.  . 
pious Reverence, to the awful De- 
Tins of Eternal Miſery, cer- 
 lainly the Feet of him who brings 
the joyful Tidings of perfect and 
immortal Pleaſures, muſt be unex- 
preſſibly beautiful, and his Voice 
more delightful than the Sound of 
the ſofteſt Inſtrument. 
It only remains, that I account 
for my tranſlating but one Part of 
his Diet. which, at firſt View, 
may perhaps be reckoned a great 
Tnadvertency and Imperfetion. \ 
But our Age bein W the 
moſt Generous or Hoſpita 3 
was willing to ſee what Enter 
taimnent a Stranger © would meet 
with, before I offer d compleatly to 
introduce and naturalize Him. 
Beſides, the prewailing Hu- 
mour of our Days is ſo exceſſive- 
bh gay and wanton, that the gli- 
ftering Tinſel of 4 Paphian Beau- 
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ferent Countries, have entertained concer- 
ning the Immortality of the Soul, and the 
State of Happineſs which they promiſe 


themſelves in another World. For what- 


ever 


* 2 a ” Who 
\ rd & "x4 WT V4 E 10 A N 
& "SL SIYYO $1 
R | 


—ligions, different Ages, and dif- 


| ; | 5 a , 
= - i 1 * ' 
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riety, and are not capable of 


| ar. et being always 
delighted with the ſame Objects, The Su- 
preme Being therefore, in Compliance with 
this Taſte of Happineſs which he has plant- 
Time to Time, they lay, every Er atifica · 
tion which it is in the Humour to be pleas 
ſed with. If we wil to bein Groves, ax 
Bowers, among running Streams or Falls of 
Water, we ſhall immediately find ourſelyes 
in the Midſt of ſuch a. Scene ag we deſire, 
If we would be entertained with Muſick, 
and the Melody of Sounds, the Conſort ri- 
ſes upon your Wiſh, and the whole Wer 
c | About 


a” 


Lü 3 

2bout it * with Harmony In ſhort, 
every Deſire will be followed. — Fruition, 
and whatever a Man's Inclination directs 
bim to; will be preſent with him. Nor is 
it material whetlier the ſupreme Power cre- 
dates in Conformity to our Wiſhes, or whe- 
ther he only produces ſuch a Change in our 
Imagination, as makes us believe ourſelves 
converſant among thoſe Scenes which de- 
lipht us. Our Happineſs will be the ſame, 
Whether it proceeds from external Objects, 
or from the Impreſfons of the Deity upon 
our-own private Fancies. This is the Ac- 
count which 1 have received from my lear- 
ned Friend. Notwithſtanding this Syſtem 
of Belief be in general very Sh mericl and 
viſionary, there is ſomething ſublime in its 
Manner of conſidering the Influence of a 
Divine Being on a human Soul. It has 
alſo; like moſt other Opinions of the Hea- 
then World upon theſe important Points, 
it has, I ſay, its Foundation in Truth, as it 
ſuppoſes the Souls of good Men after this 
Life to be in a State of perfect Happineſs, ' 
that in this State there will be no barren 
Hopes, nor fruitleſs Wiſhes, and that we 
ſhall enjoy every Thing we can deſire. But 
the particular Circumſtance which I am moſt 
lealed with in this Scheme, and which ari- 

By from a juſt Reflection upon human Na- 
ture, is that Variety of Pleaſures which. it 
ſuppoles 


. 


| [| 1] | 
ſuppoles the Souls of good Men will be 
poſleſled of in another World. This I 
think highly probable, from the Dictates 
of both _ Reaſon and Revelation. The 
Soul conſiſts of many Faculties, as the 
Underſtanding, and the Will, with all- the 
Senſes both outward and inward ; or, to 
ſpeak more philoſophically, the Soul can 
exert her ſelf in many different Ways of 
Action: She can underſtand, will, imagine, 
ſee and hear, love and diſcourſe, and ap- 
ply her ſelf to many other the like Exer- 
ciſes of different Kinds and Natures ; but 
what is more to be conſidered, the Soul 
is capable of receiving a moſt exquifite 
Pleaſure and Satisfaction from the Exerciſe 
of any of theſe its Powers, when they 
are gratified with their proper Objects; ſhe 
can be entirely happy by the Satisfaction 
of the Memory, the. Sight, the Hearing, 
or any other Mode of Perception. Eve- 
ry Faculty is as a diſtinct Taſte in the 
Mind, and hath Objects accommodated 
to its proper Reliſh. Dr. Tillotſon ſome- 
where ſays, that he will not preſume to 
determine in what conſiſt the the Happi- 
neſs of the Bleſs'd, becauſe God Almigh- 
ty is capable of making the Soul hap» . 
py by Ten Thouſand different Ways. 
Beſides thoſe ſeveral Avenues to Pleaſure, 
which the Soul is endowed with in this 


* _— 


Life, it is not impoſſible, according to 
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ine 


eee may be of a more ęxalted 
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Mins is Projietict rela this 


employed is ſo, but as the whole Soul 


acts in the Exertion of any of its particular 
Powers, the whole Soul is happy in the 
Pleaſure which ariſes from any of its parti- 
cular, Acts For notwithſtanding, as has 
been before hinted, and as it has been ta- 
ken Notice of by one of the greateſt mo- 
dern Philoſophers, we divide the Soul into 
ſeveral Powers and Faculties, there is no 


ſuch Diviſion in the Soul it ſelf, ſince it is 


the whole Soul that remembers, under- 
ſtands, wills, or imagines. - Our Manner of 
conſidering the Memory, Underſtanding, 
Will, Imagination, and the like Faculties, 
is for the better enabling us to expreſs our 


ſelves in fuch abſtracted Subjects of Specu- 


lation, not that there is any ſuch Diviſion 
in the Soul it ſelf. e 
Seeing then that the Soul has many diffe- 
rent Faculties, or, in other Words, many diffe- 


ferent Ways of acting; that it can be inten- 


ſely pleaſed, or made happy, by all theſe 
different Faculties, or Ways of acting; that 
it may be endowed with ſeveral latent Fa- 
culties; which it is not at preſent in a Con- 
dition to exert; that we cannot believe 
the Soul is endowed with any Faculty 
which is of no Uſe to it; that whenever 
any one of theſe Faculties is tranſcendent- 
Iypy pleaſed, the Soul is in a State of Hap- 

„35 pate pideſs; 
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pineſs; and, in the laſt Place, conſidering 
that the Happineſs of another World is to 
be the Happineſs 'of the whole Man, who 
can queſtion but that there is an infinite 


| Variety in thoſe Pleaſures we are ſpeaking 


of; and that this Fulneſs of Joy will be made 
up of all thoſe Pleaſures which the Nature 
of the Soul is capable of receiving! 55 
We ſhall be the more confirmed in this 
Doctrine, if we obſerve the Nature of Va- 
riety, with regard to the Mind of Man. 
The Soul does not care to be always in the 
{ame Bent. The Faculties relieve one a- 
nother by Turns, and receive an additional 
Pleafure from the Novelty of thoſe Ob- 
jects, about which they are converſant. 
Revelation likewiſe very much confirms 
this Notion, under the different Views 
which it gives us of our future | Happinels. 
In the Deſcription of the Throne of God, 
it repreſents to us all thoſe Objects which 
are able to gratify the Senſes and Imagina- 
tion. In very many Places it imitates to 
us all the Happineſs which the Underſtan- 
ding can poflibly receive in that State, 
where all Things ſhall be revealed: to us, 
and we {hall know, even as we are 
Known; the Raptures of Devotion, of Di- 
vine Love, the Pleaſure of converſing with 
our bleſſed Saviour, with an innumerable 


' Hoſt of Angels, and with the Spirits of juſt 


Men 


; + a} 
Men made Perfe&, are likewiſe revealed 
to us in ſeveral Parts of the Holy Writings: 
There are alſo mentioned thoſe Hierar- 
chies, or Governments, in which the Bleſt 
{ſhall be ranged one above another, and 
in which we may be ſure a great Part of 
our Happineſs will likewiſe conſiſt ; for it 
will not be there as in this World, where 
every one is aiming at Power and Supe- 
riority ; but, on the contrary, every one 
will find that Station the moſt proper for 
him in which he is placed, and will pro- 
bably think that he could not have been 
ſo happy in any other Station. | Theſe 
and many other Particulars are marked in 
Divine Revelation as the ſeveral Ingredi- 
ents of our Happineſs in Heaven, which all 
imply ſuch a Variety of Joys, and ſuch a 
Gratification of the Soul in all its different 
Faculties, as I have been here mentioning. 
Some of the Rabbins tell us, that the 
Cherubims are a Set of Angels who know 
moſt, and the Seraphims a Set of Angels 
who love moſt, Whether this Diſtinctiol 
be not altogether imaginary I ſhall not 
here examine; but it is highly probable 
that among the Spirits of good Men there 
may be ſome who will be more pleaſed 
with the Employment of one Faculty than 
of another, and this perhaps according to 
thoſe innocent and virtuous Habits _ n- 
; clina- 


7 viii 1 


Uiniations which have here taken the deep: 
| et Root, vt 
I might — apply- this Conf deration to 
the Spirits of wicked Men, with relation 
to the Pain they ſhall ſuffer in every one 
of their Faculties, and the reſpective Miſe- 
_ ries which thall be appropriated to each Fa- 
1 in particular. But leaving this to the 
Reflection of my Readers, I ſhall conclude, 
with obſerving; how we ought to be thank- 
fal to our great Creator, and rejoice in the 
Being which. be has beftowed upon us, 
for- having made the Soul nx hag - 
Pleafure by fo many different Ways. 

ſee by what a Variety of Paſſages, Joy ind 
Gladneſs may enter into the Thoughts of 
Man: How wonderfully a human Spirit is 
framed, to imbibe its proper Satisfactions, 
and taſte the Goodneſs of its Creator. We 


may therefore look into our felves with 


Rapture and Amazement, and cannot fuf- 
ficiently expreſs our Gratitude to him, who 
has encom LY us with ſuch a Proſuſion 
ot Bleſſings, and open d in us fo any Ca-. 
pacities of enjoying them. 

There cannot de a Rronger - Argument 
that God has deſigned us for a State of 
future Happineſs, and for that Heaven 
which he has revealed to us, than that he 
bas thus naturally qualified the Soul for i it, 
and made it a Being capable of receiving 

io 
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= - 
ſo much Bliſs. He would never have made 
ſuch Faculties in vain, and have endowed: 
us with Powers that were not to be exer- 
ted on ſuch Objects as are ſuited to them. 
It is very manifeſt, by the inward Frame 
and Conſtitution of. our Minds, that he 
has adapted them to an infinite Variety 
of Pleaſures and Gratifications, which are 
not to be met with in this Life. We 
ſhould therefore at all times take Care 
that we do not diſappoint this his gracious 
Purpole and Intention towards us, and 
make thoſe Faculties which he formed as 
ſo many Qualifications for Happineſs and 
Rewards, to be the Inſtruments of Pain and 
Puniſhment, 1 
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1 Happiach 
- 2 ö under the 
N. ame of the Kingdom of 
GOD. 


« "Tu 


euer g Extent oy 4 King. 
15 dom of 4 GOD: AY 
=O important is the Doctrine of 


the Heavenly Kingdom, and ſo 
glorious the Idea gf bliſstul 


SGaayiour was pleaſedFtoji begin 
vis Publick preaching witli the S6lethinity:of 


the following en Repronye, jontbr 


e na- 


Immortality, tliat om Reſſed 
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Ki 8 FH e is at Hand, Mat: 3. Wal 
almoſt all his Parables have Reference to 
the ſame Subject: And when we iind Him 
in the laſt forty Days before his Aſcenſion 
appearing to, and converſing with his Diſ- 
ciples, His uſual Theme was the King- 
dom A God : And Ir, this we have the 
Autherity of St. Luke, in his Hiſtory of 
the e of the Fe The Beginning, 
therefore, the Progreſſion and Confumma- 
tion of Chriſts Sermons was the Kingdom 
ol Heaven; yet we ſhall not in this Place, 
attempt an accurate Explanation of all thoſe 
Notions which have been ſtarted about this 
Subject, but ſhall conſider only thoſe which 
refer to the Place and State of the Bleſ- 
led, and ſhall particularly enquire, why 
the Place and State of the Bleſſed is in 
the Holy Scripture called; The Kingdom 
| Heaven. Now there are many Reaſons 
for + 
Firſt, Becauſe it is a moſt ample Region, 
and too large for human Capacity to com- 
- prehend. This Globe of the Earth ER 
but as a Point, if compared to the hig 
Heaven, contains many and . King 
doms; fo many indeed, that they c 
ſcarce be numbred. Haw vaſtly ye 
then muſt that Kingdom be which is ſingle, 
and diffus d thro' the infinite Space of the 


ares of Heavens? * does 
2 | om 


a 2 : 
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dom of God eden A, the 


ſtial Regions, but takes in the whole Cit- 


cle of univerſal Nature; for that ſuper-ce- 
leſtial Region which is properly called, "The 


Kingdom of Heaven, is as it were the firſt 


Province of God's Kingdom, where the 
chief Princes and firſt Miniſters of State re- 
nde, who are all the Sons of God. 

The Second Province may be called E. 


thereal, which is throughout adofned- with 


ſtarry Beauties, which although inaniniate, 
are as obedient to the Commands of their 
Creator, as the moſt intelligent and Active 


Beings — 4 according to the Saying of the | 


Wiſe. Man, Came, let ur adore the King to 
ions all Things live, 

The Third Province is the Aerial qne 
in which the Clouds roll, and Winds 5 
play their Force and Activity, en endrin 
Thunder, Hail and Tempeſts. Here al 
the Birds of various Kinds deli ight to fly, 

and take their roving Beides | 

The "Fourth is the Hy one, Which 
contains Seas, Fountains, Rivers, and Lakes, 
where Fiſhes are produced, who in the 
beautiful Phraſe of Holy Writ, are ſaid to 
walk throu h the Paths If the Ka. 


The FF is the Terreſtrial, which as it 


were ambitious of* rivaling Heaven, is ho- 


noured with moſt noble, though not with 


the moſt bliſsful AE: I mean Men 
B 2 Elly 


: 
N 


1 1 


hs i * with Reaſon, but mortal, who | 
Ye et have Dominion O r. the Be Beaſts of .the 

| Bat the Biras of the Au, and, the Fiſhes 
YO * gs 15 657 (Ft ne eo 141. 1 
4255 ö | Provin CE. is the Sabterras an 
on Which like the Deſarts of - Arabia, 
yields No Jovely Fruits or delicious-; Orna- 
ments, but.only offers to the Spectators 
the, e Prof] 55 55 of Thorns and 


at, 1 755 t. alſo. to be EY down, to "ih 
moſt. abject State, 0 


1 


f eay were K 10 the — 
Þ fk 15 me. anche ly Place awaits 
gh, 0 0 ole Men, Who by pod them. 
{:lves in their Luſts and Wiekecneß make 
themſelves Companions. to the Devils: 10 
this unhappy Apartment they muſt go, 
when, they leave this Life, without true 
Repentance. All thoſe Provinces: are ſub; 
ds Comands, and. are but ſo 
many Parts of his univerſal Empire. Now 
all this vaſt and ſpacious. Kingdom, will 
God beſtow on thoſe that love him; .there- 
fore Oh Chriſtian! enlarge thy Heart, and 
ſuffer not thy {elf to be-.confined- within, 
4 b narrow Bounds 5, 1 Things. To 


3 Bal what 
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ayhat Purpdſe is all thy Sweat and Labor 
— gain an inconſiderable Part of this 
World, when, if you pleaſe, you may po- 
ſeſs the Whole 22 Certainly, if Mortals 
would in earneſt aſpire after this Kingdom, 
ot would but attentively exerciſe their ſeri- 
os thoughts about it, they would bluſn 
to contend 10 fièrcely for ſuch trifling Par- 
ticles of Earth. God offers thee, O Man, 
an Inheritance in his immenſe and eternal 
_ Kingdom, whilſt in the mean Time, fer 
the Defence, or Acquiſition of one little 
Town, thou entreſt into a moſt cruel War, 
all big with Slaughter and Oppreſſion, and 
productive of a thouſand Sins, which moſt 
juſtly provoke the King of Kings to An- 
ger. What Prudence or Conduct can there 
be in this? I would not here be under- 
ſtood, as it I thouglit it unlawful for Chri- 
ſtian Princes to make War in Defence of 
their own Countries, for this is not on- 
ly allowed by all the holy Fathers of the 
Church, and the greateſt of the School 
Divines, but alſo: by St. John the Baptiſt, 
the Forerunner of our Lord, (than whom 
there was not a greater born of Women) 
who exhorted the Soldiers to be content 
with their Wages, and to be very cautious 
to avoid all Acts of Injury and Violence, 
but ſpeaks not a Word concerning deſer- 
ting their Warfare; and I my elf, in ſome 


- 
* 


con- 


x 


[6] 


controverſial Writings have. defended Wars 
that are undertaken. upon a juſt Occaſion ; 
therefore I cannot with any Conſiſtency be 


thought abſolutely to condemn them, but 
am willing to preſs the Reader to what is 
ſar more perfect Fong — fitable ; to which 
Purpoſe. &. Paul in his Epiſtle to the (o- 
rinthiant has this remarkable Ex ion, 
No therefore there it utterly a aul; among 
55 becauſe ye go to Law one with | another; 
by do ye not rather take Wrong * Why do 
9 not 8 ſuffer Jour. ſelves to L defraud- 
ed? 1 Cor. vi. 7. And St. James ſpeaks 
to the ſame Effect Fam whence come 
Wars and Fightings —_ you? Cume they 
aut hence, even * that war on 
| Member? luſt = pg not 31: 
Jill and dleſire to have, "= cannot obtain. G 
bt and war, yet ye have not, &c. Jam. 
Iv. L. 2. Ceitainly, he that is ſolicitous to 
obtain the Kingdom of Heaven is not eafil 
mov'd at the Loſs of a Town, but "will 
ſeek out Arbitrators, who without the In- 
convetſſences:and Dangers of a- Battle may 
comp pole og e 5 But per: ck anc 
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Concerning the PopuloaſneG 1 ths 
VFVingdom f GOD. 


5 — HE Second Reaſon why nh ts 
41 - Habitation 'we are ſpeak- 
1. of is called Ihe Kingdom 
— of Heaven, is, becauſe it con- 
keins fo great a Diverſity of Inhabitants, 

as" is not conſiſtent with the Notion we 
form, either of a Houſe or City; it can 
only be agreeable to that of a Kingdom, 
and the moſt extenſive, Empire 1 can 
be imagined ; There, as the 215 oltle ſpeaks 
in his Epiſtle to 'the irc are an in. 
numerable Contpany of A elr; "there are the 
Spirits of juſt Men ma fell, even all 
the ſacred Train, who have died in the 
Lord from righteons Abel, 9 the laſt de- 
parted Saint, neither {hal} there be only 
the Spirits of pe Met after the D 
Judgment, but their glotious.-Bulies *Y 
alſo have a re the Blifs, and ſhine 
like the Sun in the "Kingdom. of their F#- 
ther, Mar. xiii.” As to the variety of the 
Angelick Order, tis ſcarce poſſible for us 
mori Pilgrims: to have more than à no- 


2 minal 


* 
* n - . - 
| | 8 
. 4 ; 
+ The [. i ] 


minal Idea of. it We khow, indeed, that 


ſome are called Serapbime, others Chetu- 
bims, Iſa. vi. ſome Thrones, ſome Domini- 
ons, ſome Prinbipalities, and ſome Powers, 
Ezek. xxviii. We learn from the Epiſtle 
to the Colofians, that ſome of them are cal- 
led Veriues; and St. Paul writing to the 
' Epheſians, calls others Arch=angels ; and in 


the Epiſtle of St. Jude, they are ſtiled An- 


> hm known in the facred; Writings. 
From theſe Nine different-Names the Ge- 


| ner ality of the moſt lear ned Divines, do 
Probably infer, that there are Nine Orders 
of Angels, and that there are many thou- 


Hands of Angels in every one of them; a- 
greable to which is this expreſſion of the 
Prophet Daniel, Thouſand Thouſands mini- 
fired unto him ; and Ten Thouſand Times 
Ten Thouſand ſtood before him, Dan. vii. to 
this likewiſe holy Joh declares his Aſſent, 
faying, There is nd Number of his Armies, 
Job xxv. And tho without doubt, all the 


Angels are bleſſed and ſhine witli the moſt 


and Vertues, yet thoſe are called Seraphim; 
who excel in the Ardours of Divine Love, 
and thoſe Cherubim: who are diſtinguiſh- 
ed by the Brightneſs of their Knowledge 
and intellectual Beauties. Thoſe, are called 
lroner who rejoice in the | inexpreſſible 

Me _— Tram: 
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— Contem lation, MY Ds 


ue. 97 n th inferior orld, They are 
1 ag, he at 10 N 
Dod are the * WE way 


5 oyer the impure Spi 
' ha 11 N Air. Tho Are cal⸗ 47 


rors and Princes, an "Con 
22 1 85 the mightieſt 1 7 . Ker 
th-Angels ard thoſe ho- are the fa 
ts and Directors of Chrifhan Bit Biliops: 
Ys hole are ſtiled Angels, ta whom 
6 2 of 34 11 4s, 10 = 


x 0 
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1 r "bf t ] 00 END 
£ the 11 55 of. 155 8 pink as in Jo Via Go 
reſt. Noh 7 5 may ; view by, 1 h 

" Who, moved only c 
— * noble Pallog . HY the 


Bac, at all other; : eatures,, and conti- 
 avally pte teſerves 1918 In like Manner 
too, the Cherubim tepreſents to us the leh 
nite Wiſdom. bf God, who: has 5. made : 

9 850 in Number, We ight and. Meaſure. 
* e e 28 ina perfekt 1. 


O as Principal Miniſters of State ä 


hors 0 KACU- 


fie palities,.. he are thy, cen N 
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= ze, YO us that profound reſt; which 
$9 apy s, whilſt unmov'd, he moves all 
Things 1 * with the greateſt Tran- 
gulli alſpoſes and governs all Events. 
The Domnions likewiſe demonſtrate to all, 
that it Is God alone, who truly and pro- 
perly rules over all Things, and that to 
Him only it appertains to Preſerve, or ut- 
terhy to deſtroy. © The Virtues alfo, let us 
know, that it is God alone who performs 
| wWondr YOMS Things, who: has reſerved it as 
an 9 8 5 1 of 1 EO 
1 iracles, and to multiply Prodi- 
es. The. Powers by their wal Name 
50 "to us, that God alone is abſolute- 
ly and truly powerful, ro whom nothing 
is impoſſible, 7 The 'Printipalities, as in a 
livel Enblem. fi nify to us, that God 4s 
th Prine of of. the of the Earth, Ie 

F Kings and 2 Lord. The 
ch- Angel, ſhew us, that God is the chief 
2 and Moderator in all his Churches. 
Laſtly, The Angels demonſtrate, that God 
Is the real Fathet of Orphans; atid. altho 
he has appointed Angels as Guardiatis t 
every Man, yet He Hunſelt is preſent 0 


preſerve every one of his Creatures from 
Bag, ; for that very Prophet, who had 
faid, H. 2 ſhall give his” Angels Charge con. 
Ccerning thee, to keep thee in all thy Way 

3 Pfal. xc, the ſame” Perſon introduces God 


ſaying, 


3 


fa He { call me and, I will 
. Sings bim Fl will e bim in Tou- 
be; J. qoill deliver bim, and bozour him ; 
and ont Lord, who in one Place leclares, 
; * their 77 aleday3 behold the Face of 
Pp Fail er which 15 in Heaven, Mart xvlit 
A ig another Place ſays, Are _ 40t c Spar 
"rows fold for a Farthing, and not one f 
"them Hall fall ic tbe Ground toithour jour 
_ Father ; ; for the ery Hairs of your . Head 
"# all numbred; Be not therefore s aid, ye 
% ore Value than nam parrots, Mat. 
Thel k few Circumſtances we Khow con- 
* the Ae and for Hache ia 
Kon, the Reader, if he pleaſe, may conſult 
: St. Bernard of Conſideration. ; from whetice ; 
Ne haye taken theſe few parti Mats, _ 
On the other Par - 4 the numerous "Hoſts 
: 15 bleſſed Saints anſwer to theſe Nine r- 


ers of An gels; and ſo ien 05 NY 


ous company, that go Man & bee 
Hom, as We leatn from the 0 
Revelations, this Society ei ſe 15 
. | branched out into diverſe Od ers. 7 — 
ns are 1 rh others Pro WG Ky 
ons: 1 2 


gn ei- 
iy who. have 


Ot 


"FN 29 
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. uneaſy. Delights of OT e, for 
* Joys of Immortality. 
Let ch e he ſerious Chriſtian then ie with 
 himlelt, What a Happineſs it mult” be ro 
 copyerls with o large and ſo re 19 a 
J Fade St. Kees, in wh? Fe ile ae "ig 
| 0 


6 I >» is 


85 e uncertain ; Oc, he he l ſee 
the famous Men, of whole R enown he 
had Olten read; and the Queen ot, ; 

: a Fame. from the farther 8 21 of. the 
1 10 to hear the Wiſdom of "on 

"Jes Solomon : And Multitudes eqn to 
the famons. 1 Anthony, drawn my the 
. Report gt bis uncommon, Virtue ;- 

/lonarchs. themſelves” coutted; His rind. 
hip. 1 bis Life written by 2 thana 
tvs, J. W hat a mighty Pleaſure 
0 then be, to fee and converſe with ſo Wa- 
ny, "Angels, tp many excellent and ho- 
I Men, fo loyely and amiable Tem- 

pers ? What an inexpreſſible, Joy., to be 

hae Conlorts of. their Fi Clicity : Sd 
| n Ag gel by def end D his: 

» Wha wo not moſt willin cab to 
ſee bim rh What will it ogy, then at 
done View to be ehold all the Angels 2 

and "ſhould one 900 the Prophets, "Apo: 
"Res, or Doctors of the Church, down 

TT own 
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down 1 Heaven, with how great Ex- 


{s and Atrentien ſnoud we liſten to 
Fes A 7 — in this Kingdom we 


al de Prob 


may enjoy the — Pleaſure of their 
. dail armee? How He one Sun 
rejoice and enliven All the Vi What 
_— will Weta Ee me when 
trin a An the 2 yp of God 2? 5 
"my. Part 1 muſt confeſs, t aha. rlat 
wich Saints and Angels 
impoſſible to dle with, an i 
ompanion, but all Wil be 8 
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.; pulace 1 that in a l J 19 5 
| Authority | is repos d | Dpes. in 915 5 
it is divided amongſt Alan Hoover, 
in Human Kingdoms there can never be 
— 55 a Supreme Authority truly and pro- 
b. A King may, without the Counſel 
onſent of abel command a Thing 
= be done, i cannot be = cap 
ed without the Content of the Subject a 


and it often happens, that he canno 
much as command, eſpecially, if a Mot 
Atitude his Subjects terrify him: For 
"Low voftefi have we ſeen the greateſt Princes 
faden by their Armies; nay, . 
15 en 


. 
deſtroy: 6d by theſe very Inſtru ments of their 
5 Al Hiſtory 3 — 5 Wich ſich Ex- 
amples. The Supreme Power of Mortal 

5, is therefore vain, who without the 
concurring Will of their Subjetts, Lan effect 
nothing conſiderable: But the Power of 
God, Who is ſtiled à great King, and reals 
y is b, depends on none, but feſts ſolely 
on his own Will, which being Ominipo- 
tent, none can "reſiſt him, nor does he ſtatid 
in need of Aris, or Soldiers,” of any 
without bitnſelfi That he makes uſe of the 
Miniſtry of Angels, or Meg, ot even ſome⸗ 
times Ramme Creatures, is, 
pleaſed to de 10, not becauſe he 18 wnable 
to do whatever he 'pleaſes' without wow} 
for he, who without any Companion ot 
Minifter, treated the Heavens aul the Earth, 
and All. Things! in them, by the Word of b 
Potver, and th itteſiſtible Efficacy” ot His 
Divine voice; and by his Will alone pre- 
ſerves them, ſurely he can govern all Things 
by his Sovereign Pleaſure without Aſſiſtance 
or Oppoſition; neither does God only tru- 


ly reign, becauſe to him belongs Supreme 


Dominion, but alſo becauſe the Soveretpn | 
Art of Government is known tö him 4. 

lone; nor does he want either Comte 
lours or a Senate, Who, ſays the bleſſed . 
St. Paul, bas known be Mind of the Love? 
or, Who has been his Counſellour? Rom: ki. 


* 


[£16] 


him, the Prophet: Iſaiah. cſi; 
ind in the ſame Leſſon. bo 
ive, Kr pirit of the Lod, o 
being, his. Counſelluur hath taught him? 0 
who took he Connſel;' and who inſtructe 
Wm, and 8 him in the 8 Judg- 


Ke bim Knowledge, aud ſhew- 
ay. of 22 ? Ia xl, 
146) 23 5 Monarchy, which is 

beſt Form of, Goyernment, is mot — 
God, but is there only true 
for he is not only terrible 10 


gf the 1 (as th e rl 
5 Jings,) but is alſo a great 15 
over. all ; 1 nes as we read in . 5 
indeed ſome are falſe Gods, for A = 
Name of Demons is more proper; 3 
are Gods by Participation, as the Kings of 
the Earth, and Angels of Heaven, accor- 
ſad to, that toying * the Platmiſt ; I have 
are Gods, and all of you: Children of 
th Mo ſt High, Pſalm lxxxi. but Almighty 
God has all theſe inferiour Deities under 
his Command. This is the God who rules 


5 70 Hd 5 
13, 


nin Heaven: He alone is the great, the true, 
fn Etemal King. This great Truth was 
owned by Nebuchadnes zar King of Babylon, 


after he had ſo ſeverely fwarted for his in- 

tolerable Inſolence. And at the End of the 

Jays I Nebuchadnezzar lift up mine \ Eyes 

* n aud mine Underſtanding * 
6 


[on] 
eld unto me, and I bleſſed the moſt High; and I 

praiſed, and-honoured him, who li veth for ever, 
Thoſe Dominion is an everlaſting Dominion, und 
his Kingdom 1s from Generation to Generation. 
And tbe 1 b butants | the „World are re- 
puted as not hing, ant] ve doth” according to 
bis Will in the Armies of Heaven, and a- 


mong, the Inhabitants of the Earth; and Due 


can ſtay bis Hand, or ſay unto him, What 
doſt thou? Now, I Nebuchadnezzar praiſe 
and extol and honour the King of, Heaven's 
all- whoſe Works are Truth ; and bis Ways 
Judgment, and thoſe that walk in Fride, 
he is able to abaſe, Dan. iv. Thus does 
this King in the moſt. paſſignate and mov- 


ing manner acknowledge his own Vileneſs 


and God's Majeſty, and is an Example to 


All; that (as St. Peter ſpeaks) they ſhould 


humble themſelves under the mighty Hand of 
God, and find the greateſt Pleaſure in being 
obedient to the King of Kings, and there- 
by drawing down his Bleſſings upon them; 


How much better, than, with a proud Heart 


to reſiſt his Will, and ſo neceſſarily feel 
the irreſiſtible Force of his Anger. | 
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== HE" Fartt Rear (ind that one 
ot the moſt conſiderable) why 


the Place and State of the Bleſ- 

ſed” is called, The Kingdom of 
Heaven, is, becauſe 2 the ee ate 
Kings, and are endued with all Royal Qua- 
lities: For altho* all the Saints in 1 


ſerve God, yet at the ſame Time they rein 


together with bim; for in the ſame Book 
and Chapter, where it is ſaid, bis Servants 
Pall ſerve him, a little after, we find this 
followin Sentence; and they ſhall reign for 
ever and ever; nor do thoſe happy Spirits 
only at once ſerve and reign, but allo at 
the ſame Time, are ſtiled Sons and Ser- 
vants; for thus God ſpeaks in the Revela- 
tions : He that overcometh ſhall inherit all 
Things, and I will be bis God, and be ſhall 
be my Sen, Rev xxi. Therefore as the ſame 
Perſons may at once be Servants and Sons, 


10 


3 1 
& may tliey alſo be Servants and Kings; 
Servants they are, becauſe Created by God, 
and thereſore owe him Obedience, from 
whom they receive their Being, and the 
Prophet David excepts no Created Being, 
when he. ſays,” all theſe are thy Servants ; 
but yet at the ſame Time they are the Sons 
of God, becauſe from him they derive a 
new Birth by Water, and the Holy Spirit ; 
ar the fame Time they may eaſily be ſup- 
poſed to be Kings, having the Royal Dig- 
nity Communicated to them from the Ning 
of Kings and Lord of Lords, Some may 
perhaps ſay, that it is indeed no difficult 
Thing to conceive, how a Perſon may at 
the ſame Time be a Terreſtrial King, and 
yet be a Servant of God; to which Pur- 
pole we read in the ſecond Pſalm, this Ex- 
hortation, Be wiſe now; therefore, O ye 
Kings; be inſtructed, ye Judges the Earth. 
Serve the Lord with Fear, and rejoice with 
trembling : but to be a Cœleſtial King, and 
yet a Servant of the King of Heaven, 'who 
can underſtand or believe this 2 And 
yet moſt certainly ſo it is, and all the 
Faithful, both apprehend and believe it; 
the Riglteous therefore in the Kingdom of 
their Father are ſo many Royal Princes, be- 
ing made Partakers of his Sovereign Power 
and Dighity, . and have a ſhare in all the 
rich and Divine Treaſures of Glory and 
D 1 Mag- 


F 20 | 1 

Magnificence. The Truth of this appears 
particularly from Three remarkable Places 
of Scripture; one in the Goſpel according 
to St. Matt hem. Bleſſed are the poor in Spi- 
rit, for their 1s the Kingdom of Heaven; 
And the ſame Evangeliſt, in another Place 
acquaints us with the ſame Doctrine, Come 
Je Bleſſed of - my Father, inherit the King- 
dom prepared for you, before the Foundati- 
on of the Worla, Matth. xxv. The third 
is in the Revelations, To him that overcom- 
eth, will I grant to ſit with me in my Throne, 
even as alſo overcame, and am ſet down 
with iy Father in his Throne, Rev. iii 21. 
What could be more plainly. expreſſed ? our 
Redeemer has made us a Promiſe of the 
Heavenly Kingdom, the Poſſeſſion - whereof 
is aſſigned to us at the laſt Day; and we are 
promiſed a Place on the Royal Throne of 
the Son of God, and his Father, the King 
Eternal: What can this amount to leſs, than 
a Participation of the ſame Heavenly King- 
dom, which God hath promiſed from Eter- 
nity? to which we may add the Teſtimo- 
ny of St. Paul, If me ſuffer with him, we 
ſhall alſo reign with him; and that of St. 
John in the Beginning of the Revelations, 
John, cho alſo am your Brother and Compa- 
panion in Iribulation, and in the Kingdom and 
Patience of Jeſus Chriſt ; St. James ſpeaks 
to the lame Effect, God, lays he, hath _ 
1 en 


ſen the Poor of this World, rich in Faith, and 
/ Heirs of the Kingdom, which he hath promiſe 
ed to tbem that love him. Neither is the 
Grandeur of the Kingdom of Heaven dimi- 
niſhed by being communicated to ſuch an 
innumerable Company of Angels and Men; 
for in this Particular, it is far different from 
earthly Kingdoms, which will not admit 
of Partners, and if divided are diminiſhed, 
and at length, crumbled into nothing. This 
Kingdom we are ſpeaking of, is of a far 
different Nature, which 1s fully poſſeſſed 
by all, and completely enjoyed by every 
fingle Perſon, as the ſame Sun is at once a 
General Bleſſing to Mankind, and a parti- 
cular Refreſhment to every ſingle Perſon, 
who enjoys never the leſs of its Beauty, 
for its being a diffuſive Bleſſing to the 
World, which will be more eafily under- 
ſtood, when we come to a particular Ex- 
plication of Heaven's Glories: In the mean 
Time it will be proper, to touch a little up- 
on the Conditions and Qualities, which are 
required in Kings, that ſo no Man may 
Imagine, that the Saints and bleſſed Spirits 
in Heaven, are without juſt Cauſe called, 
Heavenly Princes. There are two princi- 
pal Qualities neceſſary in Kings, Wiſdom, 
and Juſtice. Now, the Holy Scripture 
joins Prudence and Council to Wiſdam, and 
all the neceſſary Concomitants of Know- 


ledge . 


| [22] 


ſedge ; with Juſtice it alſo: joins Clemency?, 
Mercy, and other Virtues, which adorn 
and perfect the Mind; therefore Wiſdom 
is required, that a King may know what is 
Juſtice; and Equity is neceſſary, that he 
may be willing to adminiſter it to his Sub- 
jects: Therefore we find, that when King 
Solomon, in the Beginning of his Reign, was 
granted ſo great a+ Favour by God, as to 
have the Privilege of asking what be pleaſ- 
ed; he defired Wiſdom, which is indeed 
chiek among thoſe good Qualities required 
in Princes; and his” Petition was veryplea 
ſing to God, as we may ſee in the third 
Book of Kings, and he granted him his 
Requeſt. I could with, that he had alſo 
ighteouſneſs, he had not then, per- 
haps, fallen into ſuch great Enormities ; 
more prudently does David, in that Pſalm, 
wherein he prays for Bleſſings upon his Son, 
expreſs himſelf after this Manner; Grve, O 
Lord, thy Judgments to the King, and thy 
Righteouſneſs to the King's Son, where he 
| feems-to have foreſeen, that Solomon would 
himſelf ask for Wiſdom, and therefore 
makes mention of Judgment, which can- 
not be without Wiſdom: at leaſt, but in a 
very imperfect Manner. The Book of Vi 
dem, which ſeems chiefly to be compoſed 
for the Inſtruction of Princes, calls upon 
them after this Manner, Love Righteorſne(s 


Je 


V 
ye that judge the Earth; and he begins with 
Juſtice, becauſe it is not only highly neceſ- 
lary for Kings, but alſo an Introduction to 
Widom; tor a little after, the ſame Au- 
thor ſubjoins Into a per verſe Sperit Wiſdom 
will not enter, Laſtly, (to pals by many 
others) The Prophet Jeremiah diſplaying 
the Glories of Chriſt the Eternal King, Be- 
bold, ſays he, the Days come, ſuit h the Lord, 
that I will raiſe un David a r:Zhteous Branch, 
and a King ſball reign and proſper, and Jhall 
execute Judgment and Juſtiłe in the Earth: 
Therefore, as we obſerved before, Wi 
dom and Righteouſneſs are two Qualifica- 
tions required in Princes. Now, that all 
the Bleſſed Spirits in Heaven (tho many ot 
them, whilſt on Earth were mean and un- 
Sskilful) excel in the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
Wiſdom, and noble Virtue: of Righteouſ- 
nels, is certainly without all Diſpute 2 So 
well are they every way adorned with Roy- 
al Qualities, which deſervedly intitle them 
to the richeſt Crowns imaginable; for all 
the Bleſſed in Heaven ſee the very Eſſenee 
of God, which is the firſt Cauſe of all 
Things, and from the Eternal Fountain, of 
uncreated Wiſdom, they draw ſuch plen- 
teous and overflowing Streams, as neither 
Solomon, nor any other mortal Man was e- 
ver yet honoured with, our Bleſſed Lord 
only excepted 5 who even in the Time of 

” his 
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his Pilgrimage here on Earth, faw God ; 


and in Him, were all the Divine Hreaſures 
of Wiſdom and Knowledge: Moreover, 
with every Meaſure of Wiſdom there is 
imparted to the Bleſſed, a full one of Righ- 
teouſneſs, that they may never {in more, 
nor yet be troubled with any Inclination 
to it; for ſo ſpeaks St. Auſtin, The firſt 
“Liberty of the Will was to be able, not 


ce to fin ; the laſt ſhall be much better, to 


< be out of a. Poflibility of finning.” 
Now, he that cannot fin, can ſurely never 
be unjuſt, - and when Charity is perfect, 
Righteousneſs muſt be ſo too, as the fame 
St. Auſtin affirms in his laſt Book of Nature 
and Grace, He who cannot but love God 
moſt ardently and perfectly, muſt alſo at 
the ſame Time be indued with the moft 


ſpotleſs Righteouſneſs ; therefore thoſe who 


have a clear Viſion of God, the chiefeſt, the 
moſt pure and infinite Good, cannot be di- 
verted from him, or ceaſe to love him in the 
moſt ſuperlative Manner; from hence it pro- 
ceeds, that all the Saints in Heaven are per- 
fectly wile and juſt, and ſo moſt complete. 
ly qualified for the Royal Government. 
Roule thy ſelf, therefore, O Chriſtian, and 


to the utmoſt of thy Power Aſcend by Di- 


vine Meditation, and contemplate the un- 
ſpeakable Happineſs of reigning with God; 
by a lively Faith pierce the very Heavens, 
Ail _ and 


[ 25 ] 


and view that Sublime Throne, concerning 
which our Saviour ſays, Jo him that o wercom- 
eth, will I grant to fir with me on my Throne, 
even as I ulſo overcame, and am ſet down 
with my Father in his Throne, How great 
muſt the Glory of a Bions Soul be; _ 
he is ſolemnly Phic® on the very Thro 

of Chriſt and God, in the Preſence 0 

infinite Number of Angels! and the great 
God ſhall pronounce him a Conqueror over 
the World, and the Prince of itgzandzall 
the inviſible Powers ? , and how u that 


} * . 0 


it deff ire more, il it is 2 Partaker 55 
the Riches of its mighty Lord, even to the 


Regalia, the Sceptre, the Throne, and the 


Kingdom ? with what Alacrity will, thoſe 
perform the Chriſtian Warfare ? how eaſi- 
ly will they ſuffer the greateſt Afflictions 
for Chriſt's Sake; who with a lively Faith, 
and certain Hope, behold theſe inp Ho- 
nours laid! up f for them in Eu | 
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ing the Good Things «of the 
_ Kingdory of GO D. 


5 MAE Fifth Reaſon ſeems to me to 
m2 be this, becauſe the valuable En- 
' joyments of the Saints in Heaven 
— have a Reſemblance to thoſe 
good Things, which Earthly Monarchs en- 
joy; but are ſo much brighter and greater 
as the Heavens excel the Earth; therefore 
the Inheritance prepared for the Bleſſed i isnot 
ſimply called a Kingdom, but the Kingdom 
of Heaven, that we might underſtand, There 
is the ſame Proportion between the Glories 
of Earthly and Czleſtial Princes, that there 
is between Earth and Heaven, i. e. a low, 
ſordid, temporary Pleaſure, compared with 
a moſt ample, lotty, noble, and what is ſtill 
greater, an eternal one: The good Things 
of an earthly Kingdom are eafi ly SEO 
vis. Power, Honour, Riches,and Delights; an 
earthly King can command his Subjects, and 
. PR refuſe to obey him, can puniſh them 


with 


5 f 
W 


E 
with Imptiſonment, Baniſhment, or Death; 
Hence the very Name of a King is awful to 
his Subjects, who therefore reverence him as 
a God. Ngain, Kings are willing to be 
honoured with a Reſpect ſomewhat above 
Human. Nature; they would be- adored 
with bended Knees, nor will they, oft times, 
vouchſafe to hear, unlefs they are addreſ- 
ſed in the very loweſt Poſture of Humility 
and Proſtration; and when by Chance, they 
paſs thro' the Streets, every one mult, give 
them Way. Towards obtaining theſe Fhings 
a large Treaſury is neceſſary, well filled 
with Gold and Silver; neither do they 
reckon their Eſtates by Hundreds, or Thou- 
ſands of Gold, but by Millions; and that 
very properly too, for they are not to 
maintain twenty or thirty Domeſticks, but 
vaſt Armies to lead againſt their Enemies. 
Lafily, They will not humble themſelves 
ſo far, as to divert themſelyes with ordina- 
ry Recreations, but think it moſt ſuitable 
to the Luſtre of their Majeſty, to be pro- 
fuſe in Banquetings, Huntings, and Magni- 
ficent Theatres; and theſe are the moſt 
admired: Privilees of earthly Princes, which 
firſt of all have this Property in Common, that 
they are very {ſhort and fading, and begin- 
ning at the Nativity of Princes, end with 
their Life, unleſs it ſometimes happens, that 
their Glory withers before Death : More- 
4 : | E 2 over 0 
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over, they are not pure and, unmixed Feli. 
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therefore the People depend on one Thing, 
that is, the Will of the Prince, and ſerve 
but one Man ; but the Prince himſeif de- 
pends not only on many Men, but many 
Things, and ſerves them all. Laſch, A King 
may impriſon, baniſh or condemn to Death 
his Subjects; but even a King (1 ſpeak now 
of Fact, not of Right) may be conquered, 
wounded, and flaughtered by his Subjects; 
That this is true, we learn from the Exam- 
ples of Julius Ceſar, Caijus, Nero, Galba, V 4 
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tellins, Domit ian, Heliogabalut, and others 
without Number; and not only ſuch vici- 
ous Princes, but even the moſt modeſt, 
ſuch as Tacitus, Numerianus, Gratian, Va- 
lentinian, the Second Edward King of Eng- 
land, Wenceflaus Prince of Bohemia, Sigiſ- 
mund King of Burgundy, and others. Let 
us now proceed to Honours; Kings are 
certainly honoured, and reſpected by thoſe, 
who are in their Preſence, but when abſent, 
ate often the Subjects of Slander and Ri- 


dicule; and often are they flattered by thoſe, 


who in their Hearts deſpiſe and ſſight them; 
and could we count the reſpective Num- 
bers of thoſe, who praiſe, and who reproach 
them, we ſhould find the latter much more 
numerous: Therefore, for the moſt Part, the 
Glory of Kings is leis than their Ignominy, 
fince the Number of their preſent admiring 
Votaries is but-{mall, but their abſent Ene- 
mies are many. Some of them will be taking 
noticę of their Covetouſneſs, ſome of their 
Cruelty, and others of their Luxury, and 
irregular Courſes: But perhaps the Riches 
ot Kings will be found to be pure and un- 
mixed; withont any Allay of Poverty. Nay, 
on the contrary, there are often none found 
more needy than they: They have, indeed, 
great Revenues, and Treaſuries, but are 
incumbred with large Debts and Demands; 
and he who has but little, is not ſo poor "__ 
tal 


that is ſtill crawing after many Things, becanſe 
he wants mam: And is it not a great Argus 
ment of Poverty; that they, as it were, beg 
Pence of the Poor, whilſt they lay trifli 


Taxes on the greateſt Neceſſaries of Les 


Vet, I do not mention this with a Deſign to 


condemn the Cuſtom of Taxes; for Iam 


very ſenſible, that it is very juſt and fit, that 
Kings ſhould have their Tribute; and to 
this the Apoſtle aſſents in his Epiſtle to the 
Romans, Wherefore ye muſt needs be ſubject, 
ot only for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience Sake. 
For this Cauſe pay you Tribute alſo ; for they 
are God's Miniſters, attending continually up- 
on this very Thing. Render therefore to all 
their Dues, Tribute to whom Tribute is due, 
and Cuſiom to wbom Cuſtom: I only mean to 
Thew - the miſerable Condition of mortal 
Kings, who are obliged to abound in Riches, 
and are forced to gather Part-of them from 
the Indigent and Neceſſitous. What ſhall we 


now ſay concerning Delights and Pleaſures? 


Kings have certainly pleaſant Orchards, deli- 
cious Gardens, and Tables loaded with the 
moſt exquiſite Dainties ; they have Variety 
of Sports to recreate themſelves-withal, 
Hunting, and the Entertainments of the Thea- 
tre, but they are alſo very often afflict- 
ed with the Gout, with Pains of the Head 
and Stomach, and what is yet more bitter, 
with the moſt piercing Anxieties of Mind, 
5 Tn which 
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which ſometimes deprive them of Sleep for 
whole Nights together, while they are the 
unhappy Companions of Pains, Suſpicions, 
and Fears; the very creaking of their Cham- 
ber Doors in the Night throws them into 
Diſorders: Upon the leaſt Rumour of a 
Foreign- Invaſion, they are in great Fears 
about their Subjects Loyalty; ſo that their 
Joys are mingled with Sorrows; and their 
Reſt interrupted with Care; for which Reaſon 


many have voluntarily reſigned the Glories 


of a Crown, and retired to a private Life. Let 
us hear the Opinion of St. Chryſoſtom about 
this Matter, who in his Sermon to the Peo- 
ple of Antioch, ſpeaking concerning the 
Princes of his Time, thys delivers his Sen- 
timents; © Gaze not upon the Gliſter of 
the Diadem, but conſider the Deluge of 

Cares attending it. View not the Pur- 
ple, but look upon the Mind of the 
Prince, more dark than that Purple; the 
dazling Crown fits not cloſer to his Head, 
than does. vexatious Care to his Soul. Con- 
ſider not the Pomp of his Court, or the 
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ce the Inconveniencies of ſo numerous a 


Throng ; for no private Family can be fo 


very Day under Apprehenſions of Death; 
in the Night eſpecially, the Violent Emo- 
tions of their Minds, who frequent that 


golden 


Magnificence of his Nobles, but conſider 


full of Cares, as is every Court, being e- 


64 golden deluſive Dinh are altogether it 
cc expreſſible:? Theſe Troubles wilt in- 


&; 2 ng even inla IIme of Peace: But if 


« Wars arifep what Life cam be conceiv'd 
more miſerable ? How many [Dangers are 
they expoſed to, from their Familiars and 
“Subjects ? and oftentimes the Royal Pave. 
<-ment: isaitted wich the Blood of neareſt 
«< Relations; and if I tel. vou of ſ{6me 
48 Tranſactions, both in ancient Times, and 
5 in our pieſent Age, vo will acktiow- 
* ledge this. One Prius, ſuſpecting his 
Lueen of Adultery, Tatried her naked 
ce into the Foreſt; and there cruelly bind- 
“ ing her; threw "her 48 a Prey to the Sa- 
vage Beaſts, :tho'' ſhe had brought him 
% many Royal Heirs. What Sort of a Life, 
* do you think, he muſt lead ? for unleſs 
& is Pain within had been moſt raging, he 
« ſurely could never have been driven to ſo 
< Barbatons a Revenge.” » Andthcr ' ſtabbed 
His own Son. Another was the Execu- 
& tioner of his Brother.” "Another was poy- 
c ſoned, as he returned from Hunting; Tad 
that cup which ſhould have refreſhed his 
e Spirits," prov'd the fatal Inſtrument of his 
“ Heath; and his innocent Son, upon vile 
6 Suſpicion, was deprived of his precious 
” Sight : And indeed it is impoſſible for any 
c Mortal to reckon up the Cares, the Sor- 
0 rows, and the Miſeries, which even 
<«< crowned 
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cc crowned Heads have been forced to un- 
< dergo, till the Friendly Pile has conſums 
<.ed them with all their triumphant Cha- 
“ riots and Horſes. The Prince, who now. 
“ goverhs, has he not, after receiving the 
ſacred Diadem, that lovely Pledge- of 
% Greatneſs, and nobleſt Sign of Domi- 
cc nion, been in various Dangers, Labours; 
and Snares; but the Court of Heaven is 
e deſecrated with none of theſe Troubles.” 
Thus far goes our Author; the Truth of 
whoſe Aſſertion, that the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven is far different, we ſhall now demon- 
V% 

And indeed the Kings of the Heavenly 
Empire, (as are all the Blefled Spirits, ho 
live with God) have all of them Power 
without Infirmity, Honour without Difs 
grace, Riches without Poverty, and Pleaſure 
without Pain: Concerning them, it is: ſaid 
in the BooEOf Pſalms, There ſhall no Harm 
befall then, nor any Plague come near their 
Dwelling And in the Revelations, God ſhall 
Wipe away all Tears from their Eyes. 3 ü 
there ſhall be no more Death, neither Sorroua; 
nor. Cying, neither ſhall there be any mort 
Pain; for the former Things are paſſed. away 
Therefore the Authority of the Cœleſtial 
Kings is complete without any Infirmity ; one 
Angel; without any Army, Guns, — 
or Pikes, flew at once an hundred and 
F four 
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fourſcore thouſand Afſyrians, without the 
leaſt fear of receiving any Wound from the 
Soldiers. St. Gregory tells us in his Dia- 
togues, of a certain holy Man, who when the 
Executioner had lift up his naked Sword 
over him, ready for Execution, call'd upon 
St. John to deliver him, and immediately 
the Hand of the Executioner was withheld, 
fo that he could no ways move it; there- 
fore we may conclude, that St. John from 
the Higheſt Heaven, heard the Voice of his 
Client, and fo ſwiftly arreſted his Enemy's 
Arm, that he put a Stop to the Blow, al- 
ready begun. Such is the Power of the 
Heavenly Kings, that neither almoſt an in- 
finite Diſtance of Place, nor the Solitude 
of a poor innocent and unarmed Man, nor 
the Multitude of armed Enemies could 
prevent the Apoſtle St. 7ohn (by the Dire- 
ction and Aſſiſtance of the Almighty) from 
delivering his Votary from the imminent 
Danger of Death. We might mention more 
Examples of this Kind: And ſo great is the 
Honour of theſe cceleſtial Kings, that not on- 
ly pious Men, but even the Wicked, and 
the Devils themſelves, honour them; for 
there are many, who deſpiſe holy Men, 
whilſt living on Earth, trampling upon 
them and offering them all Manner of In- 
dignities; but yet, after they were 3 
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lated to Heaven, they paid them the high- 
eſt Veneration ; and even the Devils, _ 
were continually moleſting the Saints,whi 
in Fleſh, with their Temptations, and pierced 
their inmoſt Soul with the Variety of their 
malicious Efforts and Suggeſtions; when, 
I ſay, theſe holy Men ſafely are enthroned in 
the Realms of Bliſs, they can ſcarce think 
of their exalted Virtues without Reverence 
and Trembling. What ſhall 1 ſay concer- 
ning the Riches of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven? ſo exceedingly are they beyond Ex- 
preſſion, that there is not the leaſt Want 
of any Thing, ſince Cod is All in All. In- 
deed, he who poſſeſſes many Things is not 
ſo properly called Rich, as he who deſi- 
reth and wanteth Nothing; for a rich Mind 
muſt certainly be infinitely preferable to a 
loaded Cheſt, or a Maſs of hoarded Gold. 
I might here take notice, that Heaven and 
Earth, and whatſoever they contain, be- 
longs to the ric heroes of the Saints : 
For what do they not poſſeſs, who are the 
Hews of God, and joim Heirs with Chriſt, 
Rom. viii. Whom the Father has appointed 
Heir of all Things, Heb. i, 


We come now to ſpeak concerning Plea- 
fure, which is perfectly pure, and refined 
in the Kingdom of Heaven, without the 
F 2 A 
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Jeaſt Mixture of. Grief or Trouble; for, 
(as we have juſt how heard rom the Re- 
Melations;) God ſball cips umay all ears from 
pipe pay and: there ſball he no more Sor- 

on, Bev. xxi, But che ſhall be more Par- 
ticular about this, when we come to ſpeak 
concerning Paradiſe; L hall now enly add, 
that even all the Saints in Heaven ſhall in 
common enjoy: ſuch Cd Things, ſuch Glo- 
and Bliſs ineffable, that Nothing upon 
Earth can be any Ways cempaxable to 
them, eſpecially. conſidering the moſt valu- 
able Enjoyments af Human: Life are tranſi- 
tory, and the other eternal. 
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0 1 eat Efteem Highly King 
. Tage are with Men, 7 how 
much e ze ought to e the King- 
dom of Heaven. 


ET us now a little criouſly con. 
nder, with how warm and 
a Paſſion Terreſtrial Rig one are 
ſought after, altho' they are in- 
conſiderable; 2 fading, and are always in- 
cumbred with à vaſt Weight of Cares and 
Anxieties; that from thence we may infer, 
with bow great an Ardour we ought to aſ- 
pire after the Kingdom of Heaven. The 
ambitious Paſſion for Empire eaſily over- 
comes all other the ſtrongeſt Paſſions of hu- 
man Nature; for a Kingdom is not à ſingle 
Good, but a Compound of all thoſe Bleſ- 
{ings, which are deſired by Mankind. There 
are Power, Honour, Riches, Pleaſure, as 
we juſt now obſerved ; there is the ſo much 
deſired Opportunity of living according to 
a Man's own Pleaſure, Which is am Inclina- 
tion, not confin 'd to the rational Part 6 
tne 


— — — ä — — - 


38 


the Creation. There is an excellence, and 
a Sort of Divinity, whereby Monarchs are 
Peerleſs in their own Dominions, but are 
above all, and are adored by all. Hence 
when Kings are willing to make the moſt 
noble and magnificent Promiſes, they can 
find nothing greater for their Purpoſe, than 
the half of their Kingdom: Sg Abaſuerus to 
Efther ; Nhat (ſays he,) wilt thou; and 
What is thy Requeſt? it ſhall be even given 
thee, to the Half of the Kingdom. Hence it 
comes to paſs, that Men think it lawful for 
them to break the moſt Sacred Oaths, and 
violate the moſt indearing Obligations for 
the Sake of gaining a Kingdom. Nin 
was the firſt, who afflicted his Friends and 
Neighbours with the Calamities ot War, 
without any juſt Cauſe, that ſo ( without 
any Regard to Truth or Duty) he might 
enlarge his Dominion, by all manner of 
Violence, as St. Auſtin takes notice out of 
Juſtin, in his Book concerning the City of 
God. Julius Ceſar threw off the natural 
Love of his Country, and gave Way to Op- 
preſſion to ſatisfy his ambitious Luſt of Em- 
pire. Maximinus the Thractan moſt ungrate- 
fully was the Murderer of the Emperor A- 
lexander, and that too by his own Soldiers, 
in a very baſe and treacherous Manner, that 
fo he lymiſelt Might ſucceed to his Empire; 
ncqt all the great Favours and mighty . 
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ä 
fits he had received from that Monarch, 
could ſtop him, when in Purſuit of the golden 
Prize, from plunging ſo deep in Perfidiouſ- 

neſs and Cruelty. The ſame black Methods 
were taken by Philip the Arabian, who de- 
ſtroyed his Maſter Gordian the Emperor, 
by a Villany ſeldom heard of: Nor has the 
Deſire of Reigning only hurried Men to 
take the moſt bloody Meaſures with their 
Friends and Benefactors, but alſo with their 
Brethren, Kinſmen, and Parents themſelves. 
For this Cauſe Romulus flew his Brother Khe- 
mus, and Caracalla his Brother Geta; Athalia 
deſtroyed all the Seed Royal of the Houſe 
of Judah, that thereby ſhe might come to 
the Royal Dignity, as we read in the ſecond 
Book of Chronicles ; ſo that we fee the am- 
bitious Deſire of Empire does not only 
inflame Men, but alſo urges the more 
faint and timorous Sex to commit the 
moſt daring and horrid Actions. Sinochur 
the Perſian took care to have Choſdroas his 
Father, and Medarſes his Brother diſpatch'd, 
that he alone might reign. What ſhall we 
tay, to thatſtrange Reply of Nero's Mother, 
who when the Aſtrologers had told her, 
that her Son would come to be Emperor, 
but yer would be the Occaſion of her Death, 
ſhe anſwered, Let him kill: me, ſo be does 
but reign. So powerful was the Spirit of 
Ambition in this Woman, that ſhe prefer- 
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red her Son's Kingdom to her own Life 
neither does the Love of Empire give 4 
Varniſh to the greateſt Villanies, and over- 
come the Love of Brethren, Kindred and 
Parents, but has alſo taught Men to violate 
the moſt ſolemn Oaths and Engagements, 


(vrhich are reckoned ſacred among all Nati- 


ons, and ought, even to the expoſing a Man's 
Life, to be kept with the moſt cruel Ene- 
mies) for if we may believe Cicero, (in his 
third Book of Offices, Julius Ceſar frequently 
made uſe of this Sentence of Euripides, If 
c an Oath way be broken, it is to be done 
cc for the Sake of à Kingdom, in all other 


Things Right muſt takte Place.” I paſs by 


Examples without Number, which ſhew, 
that in alb Ages, nothing has been of that 
Eſteem as a Kingdom; and yet not only is 


the Reign of a King tranſitory, but King- 


doms themſelves in a ſhort Time moulder 
away. It is the Kingdom of the Saints, that 
alone "_ e. peak ever. 8 Let us * 
the et Daniel ſpeaking about this; Aud 
law e of theſe Kimgs ſhall: the God of 
Heaven | [et ub a | Ning dam, which ſhall Ne 
ver be defiroyed ;- and the Kingdom: ſball not 
be Jeft; to other People; but it fhall break in 


Piece, and conſime all theſe Ringaomt; and 


be fulfilled at the End of the World; for 
then not only the great Monarchs, but leſ- 
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ſer Principalities and Provinces, and all T em- 


poral Dominions will utterly vaniſh, and 


the Kingdom of Chriſt, and the Saints, 
ſhall be Eternal, according to that Angelic 
Declaration; And of bis Ringdom there ſhall 
be no End. Now it a Kingdom ſo ſhort and 
tranſitory, and which can be attained but by 
a very few, and ſo da{h'd: with bitter Allays, 
be ſo ardently deſired, ſought after, and 
preferred to all Things, if Men ſcruple not 
to wade thro a Sea ot Blood to obtain it; 
What can be the Cauſe, why ſo few deſire the 
Heavenly Kingdom, and ſeek it ſo negligent- 
ly e And yet we muſt own, if we will be- 
lieve the Scripture, that this Kingdom may be 
obtained by all, and may be gained with- 
out Wounds, or Effuſion ot Blood, and yet 
at the ſame Time vaſtly excels all world- 
ly Kingdoms. It I ſhould ſay to you, De- 
ſpiſe a Kingdom for the Sake of a little 
Field, or Vineyard, you would certainly be 
ſurprized, and ready to laugh at me; and 
yet when I, or rather God ſays, contemn 
a low and inconſiderable Kingdom, and 
ſeek after a moſt noble and precious one, 
which, if you will, you may attain to by 
the Aſſiſtance of his Grace, who is always 
ready to help the ſincere; why do you not 
mantully "ariſe, and ſet about ſo great an 
Undertaking Certainly, I know not, what 
Excuſe can be made in this Cale, unleſs be 

= 5 


—— 


[142] 
be, that the Glory of the terreſtrial King- 
dom is viſible to Our Eyes, and we may 
ſenſibly feel it; whereas the Kingdom of 
Heaven is inviſible, and is only the Object 
of our Faith. This 1 confeſs 0 true-; but 
if we would give our ſelves Leave, atten- 
tively to conſider the mighty Force and 
Efficacy, the awful Majeſty, My: and 
Antiquity of the holy Scriptures ; and 
how perſpicuouſly, and delighttully, they 
treat of this Subject; and What a great 
Cloud of Witneſſes, the noble Army of Mar- 
tyrs, and Troops of pious Confeſſors have 
confirmed the Truth of it with their deareſt 
Blood: If we ſeriouſiy meditate on this, 
we cannot forbear crying out with the Roy- 
al Plalmiſt; O Lond, hoto great ave thy Murg 
und thy Thought are very deep.” Thy Ieſti- 
monies are wonderful, ' and my Send loweth 
them bocovedingiy \ Therefore, it is not for 
want of ſufficient Evidence in this Caſe, 
that our Deſires are ſo cold towards the 
Heavenly Inheritance; but becauſe we are 
ſo ſwallowed up in Worldly Buſineſs, and 
captivated by an unhappy Cuſtom, that we 
a not allow our ſelves Time ferioufly to 
think of our true Intereſt ; and do not ac- 
cording to our Lord's Advice, enter into 
the Chamber of our Hearts, and ſhutting 
the Door, do not humbly and earneſtly be⸗ 
ſeech Almighty ce, that he would be 
pleaſed 
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pleaſed to aſſiſt us in ſo Important a Work; 
tor indeed, if we did ſometimes lay by our 
trifling Concerns, and attentively conſider 
the Nature of the Heavenly Kingdom, and 
how eaſily; and certainly i might be ob- 
tained; and what a mighty Difference there 
is between Things Temporal and Eternal, 
between Trifles and the moſt fohid Poſſeſ- 


ſions; in 3 Word, between Tranſitoty and 
Heavenly Kingdoms; without doubt, ſo 
great would be our Contempt of Earthly 


Grandeur, and all the Glories ot Crowns and 


Sceptres, that they would appear as nothing; 


but on the contrary, fo inflamed would our 
Deſires be after Cœleſtial Joys, that inſtead 
of its being a Difficulty, we ſhould find an in- 
conceivable Pleaſure, in ſtriving with all our 
Might to obtain Glory and Immortality, and 
to be ſtedfaſt, immo veuble, always aboumding in 
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Geri the Firſt Park, LL lead 


to the Kingdom, of G 0 D. 


— "I t R Method now leads us to in- 

A aquire, what we muſt do, that 
we may be made partakers ot 
this moſt happy and deſirable 


e but we need not take much 
Pains about this, for the King of Heaven 


himſelf deſcended: to Earth to teach us this, 


and commencing thus our Maſter and 
Teacher hath pointed out to us four moſt 


excellent and ſafe Paths; the Firſt is this, 


See he firſt the Kingdom of God and bis 
Righteouſneſs, and. all theſe: Things fhall be 
added unto jou, The Doctrine of morali- 


ty is to take its Riſe, from the End it leads 
to. Our End is the Kingdom of God ; 

which will indeed be ours, if we keep 

thoſe Paths, which our great Leader has 
directed us to walk in; moreover the Righ- 
teouſneſs of God's Kingdom is, as it were, to 
be the Scope of our Endeavours, if we with 
peſo ** a Reward, as is s that of the Hea- 


yenly 


Les 
venly Kingdom; for as Cuſſian well ob⸗ 
ſerves, the End and Scope are different; 
the one is the Mark, at which our Arrows 
are to be directed; the other is the Reward 
allotted to thoſe, who have come neareſt the 
Mark. The Aim of our Actions is to be 
Righteouſneſs, and the Reward of that 
is Life Eternal: But the Righteouſneſs of 
the Kingdom of God is not like that of th 
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le have your Fruit unto Holineſs, 
and the End everlaſting Life, Rom. vi. This 
therefore is that, which our great Leader 
| directs us to, that we {ſhould above all 
Things, ſeek the Kingdom of God and his 
Rizhteouſneſs ; that is, that the Flower of 
our Thoughts and chief Deſires, ſhould not 
be employed about temporal good Things; 
but how to obtain the cœleſtial Inheritance 
and in the moſt {tri Obſervance of this his 
firſt and great Command; which, * 
. 5 


n 
ſo few, take Care to do, Many. are called, 
but Fem choſen, Mat. xxii. for the greater 

Part. of Mankind do ſo live, and behave 
themſelyes ſo prepoſteropſly, that it is evi- 
dent, the Concern for ohtaining Heayen 
is the laſt, of their Thoughts, nor are their 
Deſires fainter after any other Thing ; as 
cho our Lord bad ſaid, Seek. ye firlt the 
Kingdom gf this World, and the Holineſs 
theregf, and the Kingdom of God thall be 
added unto you; but the Kingdom of God 
is not ſo mean a Thing, as that it ſhould 
be forced upon thoſe, who prefer every 
"Thing aboye it; But if any one is willing 
to learn an eaſy and ready, Way of obtain. 
ing the Righteouſneſs of God's Kingdom, 
Which malt infallibly leads to the Enjoy- 
ment of the Kingdom it ſelf, let him attend 
to the ſame Maſter our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt: 
Bleſſed are they, that hunger and thirſt after 
Righreouſne|r, for they ſpall be filled, Mat. v 
Ts it ſo, Lord ! is the Happineſs of finding 
Righteouſneſs ſo great in thy Eſtimation, 
that even the hungring and thirſting after 
it, is ſufficient * Certainly, all the Poor 
would be very happy indeed, if their eager 
Deſires after Wealth, would ſo abundant- 
y enrich them, that they could deſire no 
more: But it is one Thing to purſue Wealth, 
and another quite different to thirſt after 
Righteouſneſs: For they who hunger and thirſt 
after Righteouſneſs, that is, who lo cloſely and 


ear- 
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earneſtly ſeek it, as the Thirſty do Watet, 
or the Hungry Bread, and are perpetually 
thinking of and breathing akter it; and 


what is moſt of all confiderable, beg g it of 
God with the moſt fervent Cries and Sup- 
plications: Now God's Ear is ever open to 


ſuch Petitioners; and fo fills them with che 


Gitts and Fruits of Righteouſneſs, that all 


their Converſation is adorned with theſe love- 


ly Productions; but Wealth is not ſo defir- 
able, or conſiderable a Good, that God 


ſhould immediately grant it to all, who ask 


it; for many make a wrong uſe of Rites, 
but - of Juſtice none can. Laſth, This 
Righteouſneſs is to be obtained the ſame 


Way as Wiſdom, concerning which, St. 


Fames has told us; If any lack Wiſdom, let 
him ask it of God, who giveth liberally, and 
upbraideth not, and it ſhall be given him. O 
ineffable Clemency of out Lord! who is 
more ready to give us theſe ineſtima- 
ble and neceſſary - Bleſſings, than we are 
to ask them; it any one therefore wants 
the Wiſdom of the Saints, or the Gift of 
Righteouſneſs, which are neceflary towards 
galning the coeleſtial Inheritance, let him, 
as he "ought, ſeriouſly and fervently beg 
them of God, and he may depend upon 
being heard; for God always hears fuch 


humble Supplicants, nor turns one ſingle 


one away; nor does he beſtow his Favours 
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aſtet a ſparing, L 2 moſt plentiful Manner ; 
nor is the pious Votary a whit the leſs wel- 
come, for the Frequency of his Addreſſes. 
What ſhall we ſay to theſe: Things 2 who 
in the day of Judgment will be able to 
plead Ignorance or Infirmity e Thou mayſt 
hunger after: Righteouſneſs, and asking it 
of God, ſhalt be ſatisfied with it; then no 
longer will thy wandring Fancy long after 
ſenſual Pleaſures, nor the fallacious Charms 
of Honour, or any other Earthly Delights, 
but thou wilt make it thy chief Endeavour 
to live righteouſh, god and \ſoberly, in this 
World, that hereafter youmay _ an ever- 
laſting tA * 
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20 =] NOT HER Path of Righteou!- 
i, S neſs, in which our Great! Miſter 
has directed us to walk, is 17 1 

—= Bleſſed are the poor in Spi, 

theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven, Mar. v. The 
Meaning of which is not, that we are o- 
bliged to keep empty Coffers, but that we 
keep our Hearts free from all inordinate AF. 
fections to this World, God offers immenſe 
Riches, but we cannot receive them with- 
out Hearts enlarged, and cleanſed from all 
irregular Paſſions, eſpecially Covetouſneſs, 
whith ir the Root of all Evil, which the 
Gractans call @ÞIK*pyvpix, that is the Love of 

Silver. Now Charity is the Fountain of all 

Good, which two different Qualities can- 
not be at once in the ſame. Perſon: There- 
fore, unleſs a Man becomes truly .conttite 
and poor in Spirit, and whether rich or de- 
ſtitute of worldly Accommodations, is not 
| H | much 


1 


much concerned about them, and is always 

leady to the utmoſt of his Power to ſuccour 
the diſtreſsd; I ſay, unleſs he be thus diſ- 
poſed, he cannot be ſaid to be poſſeſſed 
of the Righteouſneſs of the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven, nor muſt pretend to be the Heir of a 
bliſsful Immortality. This being the true 
path to Life eternal ; Chriſt himſelf firſt 
trod this Path, and hath left us his bright 
Example, who for our Sak:s was made poor, 
that we thro' hir Poverty might be made 
wich, 2 Cor. viii. and tho' he had a Purſe, 
yet committed he the Care of it to Judas, 
whom he knew to be a Thief ; that there- 
by we might perceive, how free his unſpot- 
ted mind was from the Love of Money. 
The Apoſtles all walked in this ſame Path, 
who, if they had pleaſed, might have amal- 
ſed together vaſt Sums of Money, ſince 
they were able to work ſuch prodigious 
Signs and Miracles, to ſpeak all Man- 
ner of Languages, and were remarkable 
to the Whole World for their incomparable 
Wiſdom ; but they who had once heartily 
ronounced this ſolemn Sentence; Lo we? 

| have left. all and followed thee, Mat. xix. 
and had taſted the Divine Sweetneſs of 
being freed from the entangling Love of 
Riches, being well contented with Food 
and Rayment ; theſe Perſons -could not but 
Tet the liiglieſt Value on the Kingdom 75 
God, 
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God, and reckon it their greateſt Gain. 


Into this Path have entred, not only Hermits, 


but alſo Kings and Princes, who were made 
Partakers of the Kingdom of Heaven. St. 
Lewis, King of France, was undoubtedly” 


rich; yet becauſe he was poor in Spirit, was 
content with mean Cloathing, was frequent 
in Works of Charity, and Religious Faſt- 


ing; largely diſtributing his Goods to all 
in Need, being ſparing only to himlelt, 
nor did he ſpend any Thing in Banqueting 


and Diverſions, St. Gregory alſo had great 
Poſſeſſions, and had diverſe large Benefice 
but being poor in Spirit, was ſo proful 
in Alms-giving, and fo very ſparing in Ex- 
pences for his own Uſe and Benefit, that 


he ſeemed to exceed the Bounds of Libe- 


rality towards others, and of Frugality with 
Regard to himſelf. But this is the Way, 
that leadeth to Eternal Life. But to give 
ſome Examples of the other Sex alſo, Pau- 
la Romana ( whole Life was written by St. 
Jerom, ) was not more remarkable for the 
Greatneſs of her Eſtate, than a diſtinguiſh- 
ed Humility. This Noble Woman, with 
ſo great Zeal, diſtributed her Riches to- 
wards Building of Churches, and relieving 
the Neceſſitous, that ſhe would wiſh to be 
reduced ſo low, by ſuch Methods, as to be 
beholden to the Charity of her Survivers, 
for the Solemnities of her Funeral: But how 

: -  W3 | great 
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great her Frugality was, as to other Expen- 
ces, we may eaſily perceive. by. her wholly 


refraining from eating Fleſh, and drinking 


Wine; and wore a Hair-Cloath, inltead dl of 
a ine Linen Shift; and her Lodging was 
allo agreeable to her Dreſs, chuſing often 
voluntarily to lye on the bare Boards, 


which uſed to be reckoned none of the 
leaſt. Infelicities of poor and: deſtitute Pri- 


ſoners: And when-thro' the Frailty of Hu- 
man Nature, Jhe at any Time had fallen 
into ſome ſmall. Irregulirity, would be ſure 


ro follow it with conſtant Tears, and moſt 


aſſiduous Prayers for Pardon: So Edvergis, 
Queen. of Poland, abounding in Wealth, 
but ſtill richer in Poverty of Spirit, was 


content with a very mean Garment, and 


patiently endured the greateſt Auſterities, 
faſting every Day, except only on Feſtivals 


and the Lord's. Day; and was very often 


engaged in devout. Watchings, and other 
pious Mortifications. Theſe Things let us 
lee what ſhe reckoned her chiefeſt Treaſure, 


and what little Account ſhe made of Earth- 
ly Enjoyments. Nor can we think it ſtrange, 


that a Perſon of ſo Mortified a Spirit, and 
ſo free from Worldly Cares, ſhould find 


an eaſy and ready AM to the Sie 
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T be Third path to the Kingdom. 5 
38 O D. 


i E Third Path, i in Which we are 
directed to walk by our great 
all Condudter is this, Bleſſed are they 
who are perſecuted for Righteouſ- 
neſs Sake, for theirs is the Kingdom. of Hea- 
ven; in which the admirable Wiſdom of 
our Bleſled Saviour, is moſt conſpicuous, 
but intirely hid from the Politicians. of this 
World, Who, unleſs our great Miſter had 
affirmed it, could have believed it good,” to 
want even Neceſſaries, and at the ande 
Time to be ſurrounded with Variety of At- 
fictions? and yet really ſo it is; and there 
is nothing more conducing to the obtaining 
the. true Riches, than to "have 2 Mind ab- 
ſtracted from Worldly Profits and Delights, 
and at the ſame Time, to be filled with 
the moſt. ardent Deſires of ſuffering, tor 
Chriſt: Let. us er our Lord thus ſpeaking 
in his Holy Goſpel ; Wo to you rich Men ; 


for 
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for ye have received yout Conſolation : Moc | 
to you that are full; Woe to you that laugh, 
Luke vi. On the contrary in another Place 
he ſays, Bleſſed are the Poor; Bleſſed are ye 0 
that hunger; Bleſſed are ye that now weep ; t 
Bleſſed ſhall ye be, when Men hate and rewile : 
you, and caſt you out of their Society, for t 
the Sake of the Son of Man, Rejoice in that « 
Day, and be exceeding glad, fer great is your I 
Reward in Heaven. Let us alſo hear St. | 
James's Opinion, both concerning Riches and 1 
Tribulations ; My Brethren, count it all Joy f 
when ye fall into diverſe TenPtations ; know- I 
ing this, that the Trial of your Faith, work- 
eth Patience; and let Patience have its per- v 
ect Work ; where he does not {ay, Suſtain, kt 
and bear it patiently, but, Rejozce, yea, count i 
it all Joy, and reckon Tribulation the great- 1 
eſt Bleſſing: But concerning Riches, how te 
different are his Sentiments. Co to, je Rich fe 
Men, weep and howl for the Miſeries, that g 
ſhall come upon you, James v. and in the 10 
foregoing Chapter, Lament and mourn; let F. 
your Laughter be turned to Sorrow, and your cl 
0 to Hea vineſ But how (perbaps may A 
ome ſay,) can Perſecution make a Man fri 
happy, which rather ſeems to render him R 
nitſerable? In anſwer to which, there might g¹ 
many Things be ſaid, but I ſhall content m 
my ſelt with this one, namely, That Per- R 
ſecution is like to a Fiery- Fur ace. Now G 


the 
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the Fire dreſſes Meat, purifies Silver, and 
tries Gold: So allo Perſecution, if born 
with Patience and Moderation, mortifies the 
Stubbornneſs of Sinners, purges and refines 
the imperfect, and places the Saint in the 
faireſt Light, giving a Gloſs to all his Vir- 
tues ; and hereby is moſt profitable for all 
Sorts and Conditions of Men : The Sinner 
1s like crude and raw Fleſh, which unleſs it 
paſs thro' the Hands of a Skilful Cook, is 
not eaten by Men, but thrown to the Dogs; 
for every Sinner is full of evil Humours, 
loaded with the Concupiſence of the Fleſh, 
which is Luxury, with the Luſt of the Eye, 
which is Covetoulſneſs, and bloated with 

towring Pride and Ambition: But if its put 
into the Furnace of Perſecution, it is ſo al- 
tered and putified by the Fire, as to be fit 
to be honourably ſerved up at God's Table; 
tor uſually, when Perſecution, or any other 
great Affliction ariſes, the Soul throws by its 
loole Summer Robes of Wantonneſs and 
Folly ; it thinks no more of gainful Pur- 
chaſes, and lets fall the ſwelling Plumes of 
Ambition; and the Man is quite different 
from what he was before. Now a juſt and 
Righteous, tho' imperfect, Man, who is not 
guilty of groſſer Acts of Sin, yet is too 
much a Friend to his Fleſh, has too great a 
Reliſh of ſenſual Enjoyments and Worldly 
Goods, and ſometimes is apt to be * 

e 


1 Less. 


| led wich the Pomps and Vanities of this 
[ wicked World. This Man is therefore like 
( to Silver, having much droſs mingled with 
I it; but if he falls into the Furnace of great 
= Affliction, and then behaves himſelf patiently, 


in a little Time the Droſs will be ſeparated 
from the Silver I ſay, he will then begin to 
recollect himſelf and to ſeek more earneſtly 
than ever the Things that are above, ab- 
ſtaining from carnal Deſires, and living moſt 
ſoberhy, righteouſly, and godly in this preſent 
evil World; looking ſor the Bleſſed Hope, 
aud glorious Appearance of the great God, 
and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Lafily, A 
Man perfect in Charity may be compared 
to Gold and ſo is tried and proved in the 
Fire of Perſecution, leſt others ſhould ima- 
magine, or even he himſelf ſuſpect, that he 
is but guilded over, and not ſolid Gold; 
| but when he ſhall be ſeen patiently to en- 
| dure the Fire of Perſecution, then is his 
i 'Sincerity-nianiteſt, not only to others, but 
[ himſelf; and his Hope riſes to a mighty 
q Pitch, and he rejoices in the raviſhing Ex- 
pectation of the Celeſtial Kingdom. Pi- 
ulation, ſays the Apoſtle, worketh Patience, 
Patience worketh Experience, and Experience 
Hope; and Hope maketh not aſhamed, Rom. 
v. and God himſelf does daily delight to 
Shower down Bleſſings upon his Friend, who 
has been tried in the Fire of Adverſity, till 
9 at 
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at length he leads to a Participation of hib 
Eternal Kingdom and durable Felicity. See 
the long train of Bleſſings, which follows 
Patience under Afflictions; and ſtrange it is 
to conſider, how few there are, who enjoy 
them, when they lye ſo open to the Reach 
of all; ſince Perſecution is every where to 
be found, and meets us in all Places, at 
Home, in the Market, and in the Temple; 
for the Malice of Sinners towards the Inno- 
cent, is every where diſplaying it felf; and 
daily Experience confirms the Truth of this 
of the Apoſtle, All that will live godly in 
Chriſt Telus ſhall Suffer Perſecution, 2 Tim. 
iii. But alas! now, we delicate Soldiers 
dread nothing more than the refining Fur- 
nace ; and when injured, fly moſt furiouſly 
with Revenge on our Adverſaries, and not 
only timerouſly ſhun Perſecution, but alſo 
our ſelves turn Perſecutors; and there are 
ſeldom. wanting Enemies in a Man's own 
Houſhold, who ate ready to praiſe him, who 
fiercely reſents, and returns an Injury, and 
yet they would moſt willingly be eſteemed 
Chriſtians, tho' they thus notoriouſly diſre- 
gard the Precepts of Chriſt. oe 
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T auth theſe Points are e very 
difficult and few have à right Un- 
derſtanding ot them, or have any 
2 ulscclination to make Trial; there- 
fone our Lord has ſhewn us a Fourth Path, 
and that a very narrow one, ſaying, The 
Kingdom of Heaven ſuffereth Violence, and 
the Violent take it by Force, Mat. xxi. as tho 
he had ſaid, I know very well, that it will 
ſeem a great Paradox, that the Poor ate 
Bleſſed, and the Rich unhappy; „ and that 
Joy is proper under Perſecutions, and Tears 
moſt ſuitable in the greateſt Flow of Proſpe- 
rity ; neither am I ignorant, that few will 
part with preſent Enjoyments for the Sake 
of Future, or deſire temporal Afflictions to 
prevent Eternal : But 1, who'am Truth it 
ſelf, could not but declare what is certain 
and true; therefore have I ſubjoined, that 
the 


1 

the Kingdom of Heaven cannot be taken 
without the ſtrongeſt Efforts, and moſt vi- 
gorous Applications; therefore have I ſaid 
in another Place, How hardly ſhall they, that 
habe Riches, enter into the Kingdom of God ? 
It is eafter for a Camel to go through the Eye 
of a needle, than for a rich Man to enter into 
the Kingdom of God, Luk. xviii. and again, 
Strait is the Gate, and narrow is the Way 
that leads to Life ; and few there be that 
find it, Mat. vii. and in another Place; I 
have compared the Kingdom of Heaven: to a 
Treaſure hid in a Field, and to à goodly 
Pearl, which unleſs all Things elſe be ſold, 
cannot be purchaſed: So that it is abſolute- 
ly neceſſary for every Man, who is deſirous 
of gaining the Heavenly Treaſure, and pre- 
cious Jewel, to ſit looſe to all Worldly Eu- 
joyments, and be ready to refign them 
upon a proper Occaſion ;.ahd elſe-where 
I have ſolemnly proteſted without any Li- 
mitation, he that firſakes not all he hath 
cannot be my Diſciple ; which Forſaking, al- 
tho' it be here intended concerning a Pre- 
paration and Diſpoſirioh of the Mind; yet 
becauſe a true Preparation to forſake all 
Worldly Goods, when God's Glory, or our 
own Salvation, require it, is very difficult- 
ly obtained; and to be found in a ve 
few, therefore have I added the following 
Similitudes concerning him who would” 
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build a Tower, and had not wherewithal 
to tinifh it; and concerning the King, who 
undertook to make War -againſt a Neigh- 
bouring Monarch, but. had not Forces tut- 
ficient to give him probable Hopes of Vi- 
&ory. And if the Building of a Tower, 
without a plentiful Supply of Riches, and 


going to War againſt a potent King, with- 


out a conſiderable Army, are things very 
difficult, or rather impoſſible, how much 
more difficult to perform them both at 
once? as he muſt certainly do, who would 
attain" to the Joys of Heaven; for there 
muſt be a Tower raiſed, whole Top may 
reach to Heaven; that is, thoſe good Works 
muſt be performed, which may intitle us 
to Eternal Life, according to the Saying of 
St. John; Bleſſed are they that do his Com- 
mandmente; that they may have Right to the 
Tree of Life ; and enter in thro' the Gates 
of the City; and there are alſo many fierce 
and ſtrong Enemies, who muſt be incoun- 
tered. There is a numerous Company of 


impure Spirits, who muſt be contended with, 


who with all their Might, will hinder the 
Building of this Tower : In like Manner, 
as when the Children of Iſrael going about 
to re-build Jeruſalem, that had been deſtroy- 
ed by the Chaldzans, being interrupted by 
the Neighbouring Nations, were forced to 
proceed with moſt incredible Pains and 


{ 


Watch. 


Er 


Watchfulneſs, holding in one Hand their 

Inſtruments, proper for building, and in the 
other, Swords ready drawn for the Battle ; 
from all which Examples, it appears, that 
the Kingdom of Heaven cannot without 
great Sweat and Labour, be gained by thoſe 
who are devoted to Earthly Things, nor 


have well learn'd to tame the Petulancy of 


the Fleſh, or to reſiſt inviſible Powers. But 
if any one, with the favourable Aſſiſtance of 
Divine Grace, ſets himſelf ſeriouſly to at- 
tain to the perfection of a Chriſtian, and 
moſt attentively ponders theſe Diſcourſes of 
our Bleſſed Lord, and the bright Examples 
of Saints both preſent and departed, the 
Scene will ſenſibly brighten on him, the 
Way made plain, and the Gates thrown 
open; the Vigour of his Mind will be in- 
creaſed, the Force of his Enemies diminiſh- 
ed, and daily increaſing in the Love of 
God in Chrift Jeſus ; the Yoke will ſeem 
ealy, and the Burden light; and that no- 
ble Promiſe of the Prophet Iſaiab will be 
tulfilled ; They that wait upon the Lord, ſhall 
renew their Strength ; they fhall mount up 
with wings as Eagles: They ſhall rum and 
not be weary, they ſhall walk and not faint; 
and be able to ſay with the Royal Pſalmiſt, 
have run the Way of thy Commandments, 
when thou haſt enlarged my Heart. Certainly 
the many ſleepleſs Nights, which St. An- 
P thony 
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tony paſs d, were far from being unpleaſant 
to bim, nay they ſeemed to roll away in 
Rapture, when diſſolved in the Sweetneſs 
of Divine Contemplation; inſomuch, that 
be complained of the Approach of the Sun, 
that univerſal Joy of Nature, ſaying to this 


Effect; Why appear thy Orient Beauties 


< to draw me from the Serenity of a purer 
and diviner Light?“ Neither was it hard 


for him, or thoſe, who reſemble him, to 


faſt for a long Ne together, whilſt they 


were reſreſhed with the. Sacred Banquet of 


Divine Truths; neither was it any Trouble 
to St. Auſtin, to want the Pleaſure of thoſe 

trifling Entertainments, which had fo charm- 
ed him in the Days of his Youth and Folly, 
when he had once taſted the Sweetneſs of 
Divine Love, and the Delicacies of ſerious 
Contemplation. Therefore, no one ought 
to deſpair of Succeſs in this Caſe, but truſt 


in the Strength of the Moſt High, who as 


he made us for himſelf, ſo draws us to him, 
and will vouchſafe for the Merits of his Hear 


Son, to place us in his Eternal and Everla- 


ſting Kingdom, Which is the Purchaſe of 
a en 5 Blood. Therefore, Chriſtian, 
let not the Difficulty of the Way be any Diſ- 


couragement to thee, but hope in God, who 
would: never. have invited us firſt to ſeek 
his, ars don unleſs he had been ready to 
ma us with his Mighty Power. There- 


fore 
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fore with a Magnanimous Spirit, begin this 
Noble Journey: Here is no Place for De- 
lays; for ik the Labour is Conſiderable, is 
not the Reward much -more ſo? and if the 
Force of Confoederate Adverſaries is great, 
more Powerful is the Strength of thy Al- 
mighty Helper: And ſince ſo great a Mul- 
titude of all Ages, Sexes, and Degrees have 
attained to the Poſſeſſion of this Kingdom, 
why mayſt not thou, by walking in the 
{ſame Path, obtain the like Reward 2 for 
they were not made of Stone, or Iron, but 
Fleth and Blood, frail as thy ſelf, and mu- 
table; ſo that what they performed in this 
Kind, was nat. by ,their own Strength, but 
by the friendly Aſſiſtance of God... Art not 
then thou thy ſelf, tho' weak and infirm, 
able to do the ſame by the like Aſſiſtance ? 
« Caſt thy ſelf on him, ſays: St. Auſtin, he 
will not withdraw, and leave thee to 
fall; reſt thy ſelf ſecure, he will receive 
« and help thee. God is faithful and can- 
not deny himſelf. There are only two 
Things required of thee; One that thou 
ſhouldſt firmly reſolve, to make the Glo- 
ry of God, and thy own Salvation, thy 
chief End, and regard nothing in Com- 
< pariſon with it; the Other, that thou 
« xruſt not in thy own Strength, or Pru- 
* dence, but in the Omnipotence and In- 
< finite 
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& finite Love 4 God: If you duly obſetve 
„ theſe Two Points, the 25808 ays Will 
& ſoon be made ſtrait, and you will ſerve 
« God with Pleaſure and Triumph, ſinging 
ec in the Ways of the Lord; for inconceiv- 
„able is his Power, and his Glory no 
E 9 2 82 can tell. 


The End of the Firſt Book: 
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Concerning the Eternal Feli- 

city of the SAIN TS under 
the Name of the City of 
G OD. ee 


oer 
55 H A P. | 


Concerning the Beauty of the City 
e, 


AILoglouvs Things are ſpoken of 
thee, O City of GOD! there- 
fore have J greatly deſired a 
View of thy Brightneſs, tho' in 
| the moſt imperfe&t Manner, like 
the Reflections of the Sun-Beams, in a 
Mirrour. Now firſt of all we muſt conſi- 
der, why the Happineſs of the Saints, which 
K in 
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in the Scripture is called the Kingdom of 
Heaven, is alſo called the City of God; and 
the Reaſon to me ſeems to be this, becauſe 
as it is called a Kingdom for its Extenſive- 
neſs, ſo it is alſo a City for its Politeneſs; for 
ſome when they heard it was a vaſt and 
| ſpacious Kingdom, might be apt to imagine, 
that there were in it many rough and de- 
ſart Places; only proper Habitarions for the 
Beſtial Kind, uncultivated Hills, and ſpread- 
ing Foreſts full of Browner Horrors; they 
might think likewiſe of inacceſſible Rocks 
and diſmal Precipices, and ſuch like ; but 
becauſe all Infelicities of this Nature, muſt 
be far removed from the Regions of the 
Bleſſed; therefore does the Holy Ghoſt in 
- Scripture inform us, that the Kingdom of 
Heaven is like to a moſt beautitul and well 
adorned City; and tho' it extends it ſelf far 
and wide, yet it is all over as bright and 
elegant, as the moſt noted and populous Gi- 
ty. Now in Cities, ( eſpecially in the large 
ones) we may ſee moſt Beautiful Temples, 
moſt Magnificent and proud Palaces, moſt 
lovely Gardens, and ſtately Market-Places, 
all adorned with Fountains, Columns and 
Pyramids; in a Word, with every thing 
conducing to the Profit, or Ornament of Hu- 
man Life: Somewhat like which would Ita- 
ly appear, were the rough and rocky Alpi- 
an Woods taken away, and all the Coun- 


try 
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try did ſhine with a Glory equal to that of 
Rome ; not as it appears now, but as it was 
under Augieſtus Ceſar, who embelliſhed it 
with Marble. And like the Ancient Beauty 
of Sinai, had it been all over glorious as Je- 
ruſalem, a little before it was deſtroyed by 
the Romans: So wonderful is the Deſcription 
which Foſephus, in the Hiſtory of the Wars 
of the Jews, gives us of it, that it cannot 
fail of ſtriking every Reader with the moſt 
pleaſant Surprize; the Honour of which Ci- 
ty the Prophet thus moſt deſervedly cele- 
brates; Glories are ſpoken of thee, O City of 
God! Pſalm Ixxxvi. and yet it was not 
then riſen to that Eminence, to which Herod 
the Great afterwards advanced it. How 
famous had Chaldza, Aſſyria, and Meſopota- 
mia, and all the Eaſtern Countries been, if 
incloſed in the Walls of Babylon? Since Pli- 
ny and Strabo give us almoſt miraculous 
Accounts of its Greatneſs and Beauty, which 
were ſo ſurprizing, as to render it one of 
the Seven Wonders of the World? What 
then will be the Glory of that Heavenly 
City, the Fernſalem above, which extends 
it ſelf thro' all the Cceleſtial Regions? fo 
that Kingdom, ( which infinitely tranſcends 
all others) makes a lovely and radiant Ap- 
pearance like one compact and charming 
City ; there is nothing deformed, mean, or 
uncultivated. Who then can ſeriouſly _ 
S is | . K 2 E 7 0 
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of the exalted City, without being inflam- 


ed with moſt ardent Deſires after it And 
whoever is warmed with ſo ſacred a Love, 
will immediately forſake all Things to gain 
it, and never reſt till he finds it. Hear in 
what lofty. Strains Tobias the Elder ( in a 
triumphant Fluſh of Joy,) deſcribes this 
noble City; For Jeruſalem ſhall be built up 
with Saphires, and Emeralds, and precious 
Stones. Thy Walls, Towers and Battlements, 
with pure Cold; and the Streets of Jeruſa- 
lem ſhall be paved with Beryl and Carbuncles, 
and Stones of Ophire ; and all her Streets ſhall 
ſay, Hallelujah; and they ſhall praiſe him, 
ſaying, Bleſſed be God, who hath extolled it 
for ever; And to this agrees St. John, (in 
the Revelations, ) where he ſays, (ſpeaking 
of the New Feruſalem,) And the 5 — 
of the Wall of it was of Jaſper, and the 
City was pure Gold, like unto clear Glaſs ; 
and the Twelve Gates were Twelve Pearls ; 
every ſeveral Gate was of one Pearl, Rev. xxi. 
_—:-.- : 

Theſe Expreſſions are not to be taken li- 
terally, as it the Heavenly City were real- 


ly compoſed of ſuch Gold and precious 


Stones, as we have here on Earth; but they 
are given us with a Deſign to let us know, 


that this Coeleſtial City excels all Earthly 


ones, as much as Gold doth Mud, and Ru- 
bies Pebble-Stones, There is, indeed, as 
* much 


S 


much Difference as between the Radiant 
Gliſter of a Star, and the Faint Reflection 
of a Glow- worm; nay, as great as be- 
tween the Sun and a Torch, Heaven and 
Earth ; between Mortal Builders, and the 
Immortal Architect : But becauſe we ſhall 
ſhortly come to a diſtinct Enumeration of 
the particular Beauties of the City of God, 


we ſhall here add nothing more. , . 
eee eee eee 
CH AP. IL 


Concerning the Concord and Peace 


of the City of G O D. 


Norkkx Cauſe, why the King- 
aum of G OD is called alſo the City 
of G OD, ſeems to be, becauſe 
| for the moſt part, a Kingdom 
contains almoſt an infinite Number of di- 
verſe Countries, differing in their Language, 
Cuſtoms, and Laws, ſo that the greateſt 
Part of the Inhabitants are ſo far from con- 
tracing a Friendſhip with the moſt of their 
Contemporaries, that they are utterly un- 
known to them ; but now in a City the In- 
habitants uſually are all of one Language, 
and uſe the ſame Cuſtoms, and are govern- 
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ed by the ſame Laws ; therefore is Heaven 
called both a Kingdom and a City, becauſe 
its Bliſsful Inhabitants, altho' ſo numerous, 
and gathered, as St. John ſpeaks, from all 
Nations, Tribes, and Languages, and are 
compoled of Angels, Arch-Angels, Principa- 
lities, Powers, Virtues, Dominions, Thrones, 
Cherubim and Seraphim, who are more nu- 
merous than Men, and are not diverſi- 
fied by different Tongues, or Climates, 
but by a ſpecifical Difference of Nature; 
nevertheleſs they are all Fellow-Citizens, 
truly Harmonious and unanimous, and are 
only governed by the perfect law of Cha- 
rity, and are all of one Heart and Spirit, and 
becauſe Charity is utterly inconfiſtent with 
Wrath, Envy, contention and Diſcord ; there- 
fore are all irregularPaſſions of this Nature in- 
tirely baniſhed from the Holy City Jeruſa 
lem: There a Divine and Royal Love diſ- 
plays its milder Empire, attended with the 
Bliisful Retinue of Righteouſneſs, Peace and 
Toy in the Holy Ghoſt. Indeed, in the Be- 
ginning of the Creation there was a great 
Battle in Heaven between NIichael the Arch- 
Angel and the Dragon ; but the Arch-An- 
gel, and thoſe, who together with him, 
maintained their Faith and Loyalty, and a- 
bode in the Truth, obtained a complete Vi- 
ctory over the Dragon and his Angels, who 
elated with Pride, revolted from their com- 
| = 5 


TS. 
mon Lord and Sovereign; and that gteat 
Dragon was caſt out, that old Serpent, cal- 
led the Devil and Sathan, which decerveth 
the whole World ; he was caſt out into the 
Earth, and his Angels were caſt out with 
him. From that Time the Holy City of Je- 
ruſalem has enjoyed an uninterrupted Peace; 
there no Martial Sounds are ever heard, not 
ever ſhall thro' the endleſs Ages of Eterni- 
ty. What then can be more delicious, or 
happy, than this City 2 Thoſe unhappy 
Perions, who have long been terrified with 
the Evils of War, Slaughter, and Sacrilege, 
can eaſily tell the Pleaſures and Beauty of 
Peace: But omitting publick Wars, who is 
there, who in his own City, or Family, 
does not perceive the Bitterneſs of Conver- 
ſing with ſour and angry Perſons, who con- 
ſtantly take every Thing in the worſt Senſe? 
Depart from an unrighteous Man, and Emil 
ſhall forſake thee, lays the wile Son of Syrach. 
But where ſhall we go and not find ſuch 
Men? and it we muſt every where meet 
with them, we ſhall be {ure to find Diſaſters 
enough in this our State of Baniſhment. 
Hear what the above-mentioned Author 
ſays of a bad Wife ; 1 had rather dwell with 
a Lyon and a Dragon, than to keep Houſe 
with a wicked Woman. And it the dear 
Companion and ſofteſt Solace of Life, by 
Reaſon of Sin, aſſumes the horrid Form of 


2 Dra- 
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Dragon, to what unſpeakable Anguiſh 
are the greateſt Part of Mankind expoled ? 
and ſays the Apoſtle, All 1hat will live god. 
h in Chriſt Jeſus muſt ſuffer Perſecution, 
2 Tim. iii. How unhappy therefore, is 
this Worldly City, where we ſhall be ſure 
to find many Enemies, and meet with ma- 
ny ſharp Encounters; for if you will be 
godly, you will meet with the moſt violent 
Oppoſition from unreaſonable Men; But if 
thro' Fear of their Wrath, you yield to the 
Corruptions of the Times, and prove trea- 
cherous to your Maker, yuu' will thereb 
' incur the Anger of the Moſt High and Om- 


nipotent God, whoſe righteous Vengeance 


will tollow you both living and dying; 
and is altogether irreſiſtible. A melancholy 
and unhappy Region indeed, where Wars 
and Perſecutions are by no Means to be a- 
voided, nor true and ſolid Peace obtained : 
Therefore let us heartily eſteem, love, and 


deſire this Coeleftial Cty, in which are no 


Perſecutions or Jarrings, no Wars, Conten- 
tions or Animofities. 


„„ &t. 
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concerning the Liberties of the City 
pe: 0 00-2 35 


HE Third Cauſe, why the King- 
am of God is called a City, is, be- 
cauſe that Kingdom hath a Mo- 
narchical Form, which ſeems op- 
poſite to Liberty, and yet all the Heavenly 
ly Citizens are free, and Jeruſalem, which 
is above, the Mother of us all, is blefled with 
the moſt perfect Freedom, as we learn from. 
the Epiſtle of St. Paul to the Galatians; 
who muſt certainly be ſuppoſed very well. 
acquainted with the Subject he is diſcour- 
ling of, ſince he had been taken up into 
the third Heaven, and Paradiſe, where the 
Rights and Manners. of that City were 
revealed to him: therefore when a Kingdom 
may ſeem to include Servitude, and a City 
Liberty, that Kingdom may very well be 
ſtiled a City, where the King's Servants are 
all free. Now the Bleſſed Inhabitants of 
. this Place enjoy not only a ſingle, but a 
; - mol 
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moſt complete and univerſal Liberty; for 
firſt of all, thoſe Citizens are free from the 
Slavery of ſin. The firſt Liberty granted 
to Man in Paradiſe, was an Ability of main- 
taining his Innocence. The Second Liber- 
ty is much greater in the Ccœleſtial Paradiſe, 
not to be in a Poſſibility of ſinning, (as St. 

Auguſtin teaches,) Another Liberty is like 
the former, from the Dominion ot Death; 
for Adam in Paradiſe had a Poſſibility of 
Immortality, but his Sons in the Cceleſtial 
Paradiſe, have the Aſſurance of that Bleſſed 
Privilege: Nor let any wonder, that we 
place Liberty in an Impoſſibility of doing any 
Thing, as not to be able to ſin, or die; 
for this really ſhows the Perfection of Li- 
berty from the Service of Sin and Dominion 
of Mortality : for he, who cannot ſin, not 
only is free from it, but is ſo far removed 
from its Slavery, that he is under a moſt 
Befled Security, that he ſhall never fall un- 
der it: And he, that cannot die, not only 
is free from Death, but triumphs with the 
happy Certainty, that it can never make any 
Approaches towards him ; which Glorious 

Liberty is alone Originally, and Eminently 
poſſeſſed by the moſt High God, who (as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 2 Tim, vi.) only hath 
Immortality ; for altho' Angels, and the 
Souls of Men are called naturally Immor- 
tal, becauſe their Natures are free from any 
e 8 


.. 

Principles of Corruption, yet the ſame God, 
who created them, can alſo, if he pleaſes, 
annizhilate them; but as we juſt now ob- 
ſerved, the Angels and Bleſſed Saints above 
are impeccable and immortal, and ſo are in- 
tirely free from the Service of Sin and 
Death, which is a moſt honourable Partici- 
pation of the Divine Liberty. The Third 
Libert) is from any Want or Neceſſity; 
and this Privilege is moſt extenſive; for 
now in this mortal State, Men are under 
a Neceſſity of eating, drinking, ſleeping, 
and Labouring, and ate forced by Turns to 
ſtand, walk, and lye down: But the Saints 
in Heaven are obnoxious to none of theſe 
Things, but enjoy the moſt Glorious Li- 
berty of the Sons of God, concerning which 
the Apoſtle diſcourſes in his Epiſtle to the 
Romans. The Greatneſs of ſuch a Liberty 
as we, are ſpeaking of, is well perceived 
by diverſe Sorts of Men, vis. the Poor, the. 
Spiritualized Chriſtian, and the Rich and 
Fortunate of this World. As for the Poor 
Man, how Aſſiduouſly does he Labour, that 
he may provide neceilaries for himſelf and 
his Family, that he may be able to get Meat 
and Drink, Cloaths and Lodging? How 
great (do we think,) would their Ac- 
knowledgments be to thoſe, who ſhould 
free them from the Obligation of this Ne- 
ceſſity? And we find many drawn to the 
dns 1 1 | vileſt 


ſebius in his Eccleſiaſtical 
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vileſt Practices, to Robberies and Murders, 


to obtain the neceſſary Supplies of Life, ſay- 


ing with the unjuſt Steward in the Goſpel, 
T cannot dig, and to beg I am aſbamed; I know 
what I muſt do; I will defraud my Ma- 
ſter, that is, by Theft or Rapine, I will free 
my ſelf from Neceſſity : But this is to fall 
into a Slavery inexpreſſibly more dreadful, 
that is into the Service of Sin and Sathan, 
thoſe terrible Enemies of Mankind. Holy 
Men, who are aniniated with a moſt ardent 
Love of Heavenly Things, think the neceſ- 
fary Care of the Body to be but a butthen- 
ſome: Employment, ſince it wants ſo many 
Things, and takes up a great Part of that 
Time, which they think might be better 
devoted to more noble Employments. Eu- 
"his Ecdefiaftizal Hiſtory, (lib. >. 
cap. 16.) tells us, That the firſt Chriſtians 
of Alexandria were wont to be ſo delight- 
ed with Heavenly Meditations, that the 
never broke their Faſts till after Sun-ſet ; G 
conſecrating not only all the Day, but a 
great Part alſo of the Night to ſacred Con- 
templations; leaving thereby but a very lit- 


tle Time for the neceſſary Refreſhments of 
Nature; ſome of them being uſed to faſt 


for two or three Days together. And ( 
ſian in his Dialogues tells us that this was 
attetwards frequently practiſed by many ho- 


ly Hermits. And Theodoret in his N 


\ 
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Hiſtory, confirms the Evidence. Now to all 
theſe Men, the neceſſary Service of the Bo- 
dy was very 180 and they cryed out 
with the Apoſtle; OH wretched Men, that 
We are, who ſhall deliver us from this Body 
of Sin and Death? Indeed, to the Richer 
Part of Mankind, this neceſſary Service is 
not diſpleaſing ; but were their Judgment 
as. refined,as it ought to be, they alſo would 
Eſteem it a heavy Burthen: They have a 
nice Reliſh of 1 85 Meat and Drink, and 
enjoy the ſofteſt Slumbers on their downy. 
Beds: But if they are irregular. in the 


_ Uſe ot theſe Things they fill their Bodies. 

with. Diſeaſes ;; ny thereby are: forced. to, 
indure grievous Pains, and. take the bitter- 
eſt and moſt nauſeous Potions ; Moreover, 
they are forced, whether. they will or no, 
either to incur God's high Diſpleaſure, and 
tremble under the inconceivable Weight 
of his mighty Anger; or to contend with 
the troubleſome Concupiſcence of the Fleſh, 
in ſeeking to gain the virtuous Habits ot 
Temperance and Sobriety; which War is 
undoubtedly moſt troubleſome and dange- 
rous; therefore both Rich and Poor, Honeſt 
and Diſhoneſt, are freed from a great and 
moſt troubleſome Neceſſity, when they are 
releaſed from the Force of a moſt miſer- 
able and extenſive Servitude. The Fourth 
Liberty is from the Law, i 45 
; , * ef bee 0 * e et We or 


* 


5 
| 36 i] 

u e $43" got tuadde for the Riphte: 
ood a , the Apotl Sie 


iti his le to Timorb y'; now none 
9 Ep us 


an be 1 'righteons'. than 'the Blefled, 
who are conhrmed ih it, and cannot poſ- 
Aibly tall into an Imperfe&tion or injuſtice. 
— Sk indeed; be owned; that the threat- 
an Hep Tot mpelling Law was Hot made for 
1 A 1 a. hie in this State of Motta- 
g "Becki of their own accord they maſt 
| Id Obedience to the La-wẽ; 

it bade Uenied, that the Law Ed Shs 

them by Way of Direction and Obligation 
to ere ring to the Performance of 
thoſe Things, which the Law requites ; 
and avoiding thoſe, which are forbidden: 
but the Bleſſed, who enjoy the Glorious 
Liberty of the Sons of God, ſtand in need 


of no Law; fince they view all Truth in 
the Eternal Word; ; and being confirmed in 


the moſt Perfect Charity, cannot but ful- 


fil the Will of God. Great indeed, is 


this Liberty, which frees from all Solicitude, 
and perfectly contrary to the Captivity of : 


thoſe unhappy ones, who being bound 


Hands and Feet, are caff ito bitter Dal. | 
zeſr, and a fiery Furnace, ' where they can 
neither endure, nor avoid thoſe dreadful 
Torments ; and yet there is. no Man what- 


ever, but muſt enter into olle of theſe ſo 
contrary States; but Men for the moſt 
9 Part 
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Part ate ſo blinded with the Smoke of pre- 
ſent Honour, or the Duſt of uricertain Ri. 1885 
that they neither ſee, ner conſider the Im- 
portance of theſe Matters, till ſuqden De- 
ſtruction overtakes them, and Puniſhment 
| 1 thoſe Eyes, which Guile had e 
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cunerr nin the Situation 40 Faun 
- of the. City of GOD. 


I UT let us return, to the Cale-. 
$1] /tial City, and attentively conſi- 
der its Situation, Form, and Foun- 
dation, its Gates, its Walls and 
FKreete. Its Situation is on the 
Holy Mountains; for ſo we read in the 
Pſalms, to which agrees St. John in the Re- 
welations, when he ſays, And he brought me 
in the Spirit to a great aud high. Mountain, 
and ſhewed me the bob City, Rev. xxi. 
Now the Situation of a City on a — 
tain, is uſually reckoned to have theſe two 
Advantages, namely, Pureneſs of Air, and 
Strength for its Defence: And can any 
e be ſo high as the Heavens ? — 
where 
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where is the lofty Mountain, exalted above 
all others, unleſs it be the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven? concerning which King David, thus 
expreſſes himſelt ; The Heaven of Heavens 
is the Lord; this is that Mountain, after 
which the Prophet ſo devoutly breathed, 
_ faying, Who ſhall aſcend into the Hill of the 
Lord, or cobo ſball ſtand in hit Holy Place? 
From hence alſo he expected Aid and De- 
liverance ; I will lift up mine Eyes unto the 
Halls from whence cometh my Help, Pſalm 
cxxi. Therefore is the Situation of God's 
City ſo ſublime, as to be far out of the Reach 
of all thoſe Inquietudes, which can diſ- 
turb a City; for it is too high tor any Duſt 
or Dirt to come near it; far out of the 
Reach of Thorns and Brambles, or Annoy- 
ances of wild Beaſts ; nay, it is far exalted 
above the Miſts and Vapours of the Air; 
and cannot be diſturbed by the Hail, the 
Thunder, or the Lightning. Laſth, It is 
out of the Reach of thoſe unclean and ra- 
pacious Birds, which the Apoſtle in his E- 
piſtle to the Epbeſians calls Spiritual Wicked- 
— , oth oo ano 
The Form of the City of God is Four- 
ſquare - for 10 ſpeaks St. | And the City ; 
was Fourſquare, and the Breadth was equal 
tothe : Length thereof, Rev. xxi. Now this 
can ſignify nothing but that admirable. and 
perfect Righteouſneſs, which reigns in 52 ; 
7 It: | | ity, 
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City, where there is nothing unjuſt, diſſo- 
nant, or out of its Place: And truly it is 
moſt Wonderful to ſee the Inhabitants of 
that City, who are ſo innumerable, and en- 
dowed with the greateſt Freedom, and yet 
through the endleſs Ages of Eternity, there 

will be amongſt them the moſt perfect Har- 
- mony in Actions, Words, and Thoughts: 


This Square Figure of it, may-likewiſe de- 


note, that as the good Things, which .the 
Saints enjoy, are infinite in their Nature, 
ſo are they alſo in their Duration; for in 
that Heavenly the Paradiſes, Bleſſing are not 

only Dy and Eternal, but moſt Sublime 
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Concerning the Foundations and 
Gates of the City of G O D. 


SH Orxrovir, the Foundation of this 
WI City is of ſuch a Nature, as alone 
| to deſerve that conſiderable Name; 

for ſo ſpeaks the Holy Apoſtle in 
his Epiſtle to the Hebrews ; For they looked 


+ 


for 4 City, which hath Foundations, Whoſe 
Builder and Maker is God, Heb. xi. The 


Apoſtle is here giving a Reaſon, why * 
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ham did not build either City or Houſe in 


the Land of Promiſe, but dwelt as a Stran- 
ger in it: The Reaſon was this, becauſe he 


underſtood, that it was but a Figure of a 


greater and more bliſsful Land of Promiſe, 
and therefore was unwilling to Build a frai! 
Houle or mouldering City, whilſt delighted 
with the noble Expectation of an immove- 


able and Eternal City, whoſe Builder and 


-Maker is God; which alone has a true 
Foundation, and being built by God, ſhall 


remain for ever. Thole Cities, which were 


built by Men, ( ſuch as Cain, Ninus, Ro- 
aulus, Oc.) are now moſt of them utterly 
decayed, or however muſt be deſtroyed at 


the final Judgment; which 1s a Demonſtra- 
tion, that they had no ſolid Foundation. 


From hence we may underſtand, how much 
_ theſe Patriarchs excel us in Wiſdom ; whoſe 


Lives were of a much greater Length than 
ours; and were to wait a long Term of 


Years, before they could enter into the 


Kingdom of Heaven ; yet thought it not 
worth their While to build either Cities or 
Houle ; but like Travellers and Strangers 
dwelt in Denen being perſuaded by 
a moſt lively Faith and active Hope, that 
they ſhould be Heirs to an Eternal City in 


the Heavens, and that all Earthly Enjoy- 


ments would ſuddenly fade: But we, whoſe 
Lives are ſo very ſhort and may, if we pleaſe, 


831 3 


in a very little Time enter into that moſt 
Bleſſed City, (ſince our Saviour, © when he 
had overcome the Sharpneſs of Death, o- 


< pened the Kingdom of Heaven to all Be- 


Sievers.) yet we take ſo much Pains in 
building and adorning our earthly Dwellings, 
as tho we were Immorta , and had no Ex- 
pectation of a Heavenly City. In this Point 
we rather imitate Heathen Infidels, than theſe 
venerable and Faithful Patriarchs ; and yet 
we ptofeſs our ſelves Chriſtians, and are 
very ſenfible. that neither Chriſt, or his A- 
poſtles ever built any City, or Houſe, in 
this World. We do not by ay intend to 
reprove thoſe Chriſtian' Princes, who build 
new Cities, nor private Men, who build 
themſelves neat and convenient Houles; 
for we know, that the pious King Daæuid en- 
larged the City of © feruſalem, and raiſed 
therein, for himſelf, a moſt Magnificent Pa- 
lace, as we read in the Book of Kings ; and 
we know that L.2wwis King of France, at his 


own Shes rebuilt diverſe' Chriſtian. Ci- 


ties in Palzſtme ; and it is, indeed, but juſt 
and proper, that Princes ſhould have more. 
Magnificent Apartments than Private Men, 
and Patricians than Plebeians; but in 
theſe Matters, Moderation ought Always 
to be uſed, and Exceſs to be woided ; for 
it is not CJeceht for Private Men to affect 
Structures equal to the Magnificcnce of Roy- 
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al Palaces; and Kings not contented with 
Palaces, raiſe immenſe Buildings, which 
rival whole Towns for Bulk and Greatnels. 
Laſily, An Affection to theſe Tempora] 
Thiags, is then exceſſive, and ought to be 
reproved, when it cauſes Men to place their 
Happineſs in them: our Deſign is to raiſe 
a Contempt of the World, and diſplay 
the Beauties of Chriſtian Humility. .Now 
the Gates of this City are ſaid by St. John 
in the above-cited Place, to be of Pearl, 
and the Walls to be compoſed of Jaſper, 
and the Streets of pure Gold ; all which 
Expreſſions ſignify, that it is all over bright, 
refined, and ot. for every one knows, 
that Pearls are moſt fair, and precious; 
Some Sort of Jaſper Stones are green, others 
| Med 1 ſo 1 15 * John And its 

rightneſs was like that of a precious Faſper 
Se reſembling Chryſtal ; rn fo Te 
is added to let us know, that he ſpeaks of 
the white and lucid, and not of the green 
Jaſper : So alſo, when he ſays, The Streets 
are of pure Gold, he adds, like to clear Glaſs ; 
that is, tranſparent and gliſtering as Chry- 
ſtal; therefore all the City, whether you 


inſpect its Gates, Walls, or Streets, is pre- 


cious, and admits of nothing low, mean, 
or Fading, and is all over bright and fair, 
nothing there being covered or concealed; 
but there every bliſsful Inhabitant has a full 
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view of all the Beauties of the Place, where 
there can be no Deceit or Suſpicion. And 
this, perhaps may be the Reaſon, why St. 
John in the ſame Place tells us, that its 
Gates were not {hut, becauſe there are no 
Thieves, nor Enemies ; nor can Darkneſs e- 
ver invade and cloud it; which Accidents 
neceſſitate the inhabitants of the Earth to 
make faſt their Doors and Gates: Nor is 
this contrary to the Words of the Royal 
Pſalmiſt, who thus ſings in the Praiſe of the 
Heavenly Jeruſalem; Who ſtrengthneth the 


Bars of thy Gates: for both the Prophet 
and Evangeliſt would ſignify to us, that 
the Feruſalem above is in no Danger from 
Robbers and Enemies ; The one repreſents 


this by Doors always ſhut, and the other 


by Gates continually open; the Former by 


his Repreſentation, deſigns to let us know, 
that the Divine Protection would never per- 


mit any hoſtile invaſion to be made upon 
that beloved City; the Latter by the Em- 


blem of open Gates, gives us to underſtand, 
that, that City is ſo ſecure from Evil and 
Danger, that there is not the leaſt Occaſion 


to {hut the Gates, or appoint a Watch. But 
what is the Signification of the Gates, the 


Wall, and the Streets? The Gates being 
repreſented as open, ſignify, that now ſince 
the Paſſion of our Saviour, there is a plain 
Entrance made for Men to enter 8 
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Manfions'of Angels, and the City of God: 


neither 1s'there only one Gate, but twelve; p 
by which the Faithtul may enter into that | 
City; for ſo ſpeaks St: John; There were | 
three Gates towards the Eaſt, three towards t 
the South, three  towards' the North, and 
three towards the Weſt, Rev, xxi. thro f 
theſe the Jews are not only to enter, as t 
they fondly imagine; but many of all Na- ] 
tions, from every Part of the World ; nay, t 
m Compariſon with others, there will arrive 0 
there but few of the Jews ; for ſo our Lord tl 
foretold them, when he ſays of the Centu- f. 
rion, I have not found ſo great Faith, no not tl 
in Iſrael; For I ſay unto you, that many ſhall v 
come from the Eaſt, and the Weſt, and ſhall 1 
fit down with: Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, F 


in the Kingdom of Heaven : But the Chil- 
dren of the *Ringdom ſhall be caſt into outer 
Darkneſs, Matth. viii. and in his Parable 
of the Vineyard he tells them this, The 
Kingdom of God ſhall be taken from you, and 
given to a Nation bringing forth the Fruits 
thereof, Matth. xxi. and in the Goſpel ac- 
cording to St. 'Luke, he moſt clearly and 
expreſly acquaints them with this great 
Truth; hen je ſhall ſee Abraham, Ifaac, 
and Jacob, and all the Prophets in the King- 
dom of God, and ye your ſelves thruſt out. 
And they ſhall come from the Eaſt, and the 
Weſt, from the North, and fromthe South N 
£15) an 
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and ſhall fit down in the Kingdom of God, 


Luk. xiii, Now it is ſaid, that there are 


Three Gates towards every Part of the 
World, and twelve in all; becauſe the Way 
to the Kingdom of Heaven lies open, not 


only Eaſt, Weſt, North and South, but alſo 


from the Beginning, Middle, and End of 
the Eaſt, and fo of all the other Parts; un- 
lels we rather ſuppoſe , that there are 
three Gates aſſigned to every Part, becauſe 
of the Sacred Myſtery of the/ Trinity, and 
the three moſt neceſſiry Cardinal Virtues; 
for into this moſt Bleſſed - Place, ſhall all 


_ thoſe enter (from every Part of the World) 


who being baptized in the Name of the 
Three Divine Perſons, maintain their Faith, 
Hcpe, and Charity to the End. 45 
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| Cray. VI 


r the Wall and Streets of 
| the City F C O D. 


[= ow the Wall of this City is an 

Emblem of the Divine Protecti- 
on, which alone is ſufficient with- 
but any other Guards, Towers, 
or or Arms, to defend and preſerve it: I (ſays 
God by the Prophet Zachariab) will be a 
Wall of Fire around it, and a Glory in the 
Midſt thereof. A moſt admirable 3 
indeed ! I will, ſays he, be a Wall of Fire 
round about it, to guard it from Enemies; 
and a Glory in the NMdft, to adorn and re- 
freſh the Citizens; as tho he had ſaid, Fire 
conſumes and enlightens, therefore I will 
conſume the Enemies, and enlighten the In- 

habitants of my Feruſalem ; which Matter St. 
John alſo explains, faying, And the City had 
no need of the Sun or Moon; for the Glory of 
God illuminates it, and the Lamb is the Light 
thereof, Rev. xxiii. The Love of God, like 
the Sun, irradiates the minds, of the Bleſl: d, 
and Chriſt the Lamb of God, as a Lamp, 


illumt- 


may be made one in us, John xvii. O Bl 
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illuminates their Bodies. Chriſt is ſtiled a 
Lamp, not becauſe it is neceſſary in the Night, 
but by Way of Compariſon to the Divini- 


ty; otherwiſe, if the Faces of the Saints 


ſhall ſhine like the Sun in the Kingdom of 


God, (as our Saviour teaches us in his Ho- 
ly Goſpel, ) how much more will the Face 


of Chriſt illuminate the City of God, not 
like a Lamp, but a Meridian Sun; there- 
fore St. John ſubjoins, that there hall be no 
Night. TheSirect of this City now remain 
to be ſpoken of, which contains 
whole Space within the Circumference of 


the Walls. Now this is the common Habita- 


tion of the Cceleſtial Citizens, which is all 
pure Gold that is, the moſt ardent Love and 


ithining Charity, which will reign in the 


Breaſts of all, whereby they will take an in- 


expteſſible Delight in each other's conver- 
lation; neither will they only delight in each 
other, but all of them in God, and God in 


them; For be that abides in Love dwells in 


God, and God in him, 1 John iv. For which 


happy Privilege our Saviour prayed to his 


Father, in the hearing of his Diſciples, juſt 
before his Paſſion; Neither tray I for theſe 
alone, but for thoſe chi ſhall, belieue an ine 
through their Word; that they all maybe one, as 
thou Father art in me; and I in thee;; 1554 

1 
ty! which having a lotty Situation, enjoyeſt 
the pureſt Air, and being founded on a Rock; 
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art endowed with eternal Strength ; whoſe 
Gates glitter like Pearls, andare always open 
to thoſe, w ho are entring in; who haſt for thy 
Walls the Protection of God, which conti- 
nually ſurrounds thee, and adorns like a pre- 
cious Jaſper; whole Street is Charity, brigh- 
ter than the pureſt Gold, and purer than 
all Chryſtal ; whoſe Inhabitants are all of 
one Heart and Mind, and filled with ineffa- 
ble Joy, and eternal Peace; My Soul longet h, 
ya fainteth, for thy Eternal Courts; for 
what can be more defirable to one full = 
Labour and Sorrow in the Midſt:of a p 
Verſe Nation, and among falſe Ba, in 
this World, which lieth in Wi ckeaneſs, than 
to fly away to a Place of the ſweeteſt 
Reſt, where reigns the moſt perfect Chari- 
ty : When ſhall 1 come and appear before God? 
for nothing can be more grateful to a Mind 
that loves God, than to ſee his Beloved, and 
enjoy a ſweet Union and Communion with 
him. Indeed it ſeems intolerable Boldneſs, 
that Duſt and Alhes ſhould aſpire after thy 
Courts, O ny City; and yet a greater, that 
ſo mean eing ſhould be ambitious of a 
Union with its great Creator : But this Am- 
bition will be excuſed by him, who raiſed it, 
when he prayed to the Father, that we 
might be all one ; and as the Father was in 
2 Son, and the Son in the Oy o we 
mhould alſo be Kale one in Both. 
| * ms. 
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e the Temple 15 te c 
on of GOD Hach 


AUT there; are yet Rus Things 
deſireable in the City of our God, 
which we bave not yet mention- 

eds namely, a Temple, wherein to 
praiſe our great Creator, and Food, and 
Drink to nouriſh and refreſh us; for as to 
Cloaths, we need not be ſollicitous; * 
if Adam and Ewe, whilſt innocent in the 
Terreſtrial Paradiſe, wanted no Raiment, 
much leſs {hall the Saints in the Cœeleſtial 
Paradiſe ſtand in need of them, where 
they will all be cloathed with Light, as 
with a Garment. As Adam and Fs could 
not want Meat and Drink, ſo neither do 
the Angels themſelves; and for this we have 
the Teltimony of the Angel Raphael; I have 
Food - inviſible to eat and arink, which the 
World is not acquainted With. - As to what 
concerns a Temple, we learn from St. Fohy, 
Aud 1 ſaw mo Temple therein; Jor the Ga 
N 2 0 


God Almighty, and the Lamb, are the Tem- 
ple of it. It may, perhaps, ſeem ſtrange to 
ſome, that the Apoſtle ſaw no Temple in 
this Heavenly City: But if we conſider a 
few Things, the Reaſon will appear evi- 
dent; for we know, that Temples are ere- 
cted in the Church Militant for four Ends: 
That the Holy Sacraments may be celebrat- 
ed, that publick Prayers and ſolemn Thankſ- 
givings be offered up to God. The preach- 
ing of God's Word will ceaſe in Heaven, 
where the Uncreated Word, himſelf, will 
moſt perſpicuouſly ſpeak to all, and accord- 
ing to the Prediction of the Prophet Jeremiah, 
And they ſhall teach no more every Man his 
Neighbour, and every Man his Brother, ſay- 
ing, Know the Lord. For they ſball all know 
me, from the leaſt of them unto the greateſt of 
them, ſaith the Lord, Jer xxxi. 34. neither 
will Sacraments be there neceſſary, where 
the Things ſignified fo plainly appear. 
© We, indeed, perform here on Earth the 
Divine Services of Prayer, and Praiſe, in 
Temples conſecrated to thoſe ſolemn Pur- 

wes, becauſe of God's Promiſes, of being 
continually there preſent, to hear and an- 
ſwer the humble Requeſts of his pious Vo- 
taries ; for he thus expreſsly eacourages SS. 
lomon, (as we may read in the ſecond Book 
of Chronicles) Now mine Eyes ſhall be open, 
and ine Ears attentive unto the Prayer that 

So Eran N 
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is made in this Place, But ſince in the C- 
leſtial City, God himſelf is ſo clearly ſeen 
and heard by all; there a, Temple can- 
not be neceſſary; ſo that from hence, we may 
eaſily take the Meaning of St. John, when 
he ſays, 1 ſaw! no Temple therein. But why 
then does he add, For the Lord God Al- 
mighty, and the Lamb are be Temple of it? 
If there is no need of a Temple in that 
City, why is not only God himſelf, but 
allo the Lamb, ſtiled the Temple there- 
of? or, who ſhall explain to us, how God 


and the Lamb, are called Temples in Hea- 


ven! and to what Uſes they are adapted e 
It is uſual for the Sacred Scriptures to make 
themſelves intelligible, by explaining an ob- 
ſcure Text by a clearer one: Now 1t is 
laid in the ninety firſt Plalm, He that dwel- 
leth in the ſecret Place of the Moſt High, 
ſhall abide under the Shadow of the Almigh- 
ty the, meaning of which ſeems plainly 
to be this; He, that by a firm faith adheres 
to God, he, as it were, erects a Habitation 
in God, where he may ſecurely live and praiſe 
him, ſafe from the Malice of all Enemies: 
the ſame may be ſaid concerning Prayet 
and Praiſe; for he, who by a fincere De- 
votion, and Reverence, is joined to God, 
dwelleth in him, offering up continually the 
Sacrifice of Prayer and Ralle So in Heaven, 
the Lord God Omnipotent is the * 
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Sk that Holy City; becauſe: its bleſſed In- 
habitants attentively meditating on the Om- 
-Hipotetice of God, and alſo being joined to 
him by a moſt intimate Reverence; dwell in 
Him, and offer him thejoyful Sacrifice of Eu- 
chariſt and Thankſgiving," In like Manner, 
-when they attentively conſider the Merits 
of our Bleſſed Saviour, who'as an innocent 
Lamb, yielded himſelf an Oblation, and pro- 
pitiatory Sacrifice to God, for an Odour of 
tweet Savour, they are united to him, by the 
Bands of a moſt ardent Love; and find his 
Ears attentive to the pious - Supplications 
they make for peor Mortals. Now, if 
thoſe bleſſed Citizens in Heaven are wont 
to dwell in God and Chriſt, as in a Tem- 
ple, to publiſh their Creator's Pra iſes, and 
offer up their Petitions for us; In what Man- 
ner muſt we proceed, who are not bleſ- 
ſed with the viſion of God, or Chriſt? O! 
that we might be ſo happy (by the favou- 
rable Aſſiſtance of God,) as to perform our 
Divine Services, as tho we dwelt in God, 
as in a moſt Sacred Temple. The beſt Pre- 
paration for which will be a deep Humi- 
lity, joined with the profoundeſt Reve- 
rence: our Prayers then would not be ſo 
faint, nor our Praiſes ſo languid; bue we 
mould moſt devoutly and fervently adore 
our Sovereign Lord, and preſent our Peti- 
tions moſt profitably to our ſelves, and 
70 Bre- 
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ny and that of the Pfalmiſt would 
filled ; -Whoſo offereth Praiſe, glorifieth 
me; and to him that ordereth his Con verſu- 
tim aright, will I ſhew the Salvation of God. 
For Divine Praiſes, offered as a Holocauſt, 
on the Altar of the Heart, "aſcend in the 
Flames of Charity, and diffuſe a moſt 
charming Odour; which woridrous Benefits 
are all loſt by thoſe unhappy Perſons, who 
perform Divine Service with wandring 
Minds, unſettled Hearts, and roving imagi- 
nations; ; who indeed join with the reſt of the 


Choir, in the Muſick, but have not the leaſt 


Taſte of the Heavenly Conſolation, pre- 


luding to the itfexprefilbÞe: 7 os of Eternal 
Reſt. e 
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Concerning the Meat. and Drink of 
e City of G O0 D 


NOW. Concerning the Meat ind 
Drink of the Cceleſtial Citizens 
we may find theſe remarkable 

— Words in the Revelations, And 
be fred me a pure River, of Water of Life, 
clear as — proceeding out of the Throne 


of 
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of Cad, and of the Lamb. In the midſt of 
"the Street on it, and of either Side of tiè Ri- 
Ver there was the Tree of Life, which bare 
tel ve manner of | Fruits ;. and yielded. her 
Fruit every Momh; and the Leaves of the 
Tree were for the healing of -the Nations, 
Rev. xxii. Some, from hearing theſe Things, 
may, perhaps, imagine, that the Bleſſed a- 
bove are but ſparingly furniſhed with Pro- 
viſions, and, that we have a much larger 
Allowance in theſe inferior Regions ; tor 
in this Deſcription we read only of the Fruit 
of one Tree, for Food, and the Water of 
one River to drink; but ſuch ſhould re- 
member, that in the Terreſtrial Paradiſe, 
where, without Diſpute, there was finer 
Food than any in our Days; Adam was not 
permitted to eat any Thing, but Fruit and 
Herbs; and his Drink was only pure Wa- 
ter; and yet thoſe Fruits, and Herbs, and 
Water, were much finer, and more deli- 
cate, than all our coſtly, tempting Wines, 
and vaſt Variety of Luxurious Diſhes ; but 
yet infinitely inferior to the Tree of Lite, 
and Living Water of the Cceleſtial Para- 
diſe. In this Vale of Miſery, all Men are 
fickly, and have the Senſe of Taſting daſh- 
ed with ſome Bitterneſs ; therefore they 
have invented various Diſhes to bribe theit 
Palates ; but this rather increaſes than takes 
away the Diſtemper. In the Terreſtrial => 
5 radue 
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4 radife-; Man was healthful and vigorous, 
and ſo ſweet were the Waters, and ſo 
| deliciqns+ the Fruits, th 


were able to 


haye\. preſerv'd Men in the moſt - 


Health and greateſt Delight.  Thele'Bleſ- 
ſings it afforded to its Inhabitants, without 


any Labour or Sweat. 
as to the Terreſtrial Paradiſe, the Living 


But however it he 


Water and Tree of Life in the City of 
God are "thing like thoſe Sorts of Meat, 
which ate common to Men and Beaſts, as 


are Terreſtrial Fruits and Waters, but are 


ſo excellent, great and divine, as made the 


of thy Houſe, and 1 


Prophet to break out into this Rapture, They 
ſhall be abundantly fart 'd: with the) Fulneſs 
hat make then drink 
of the River of thy Pleaſure ; for with thee 
is thei Fountain of | Life ; in thy Light due 
Mall ſee Light. Now this Meat and Drink 
is not Oorporeal, but Spiritual. The Li- 
ving Water is Wiſdom, concerning which, 
we read, he ſhall drink of the Salutary: Stream 


of Wiſdom; and the Tree of Life is that 


Bread; concerning which the ſame Author 
ſays; he ſhall be fed with the Bread of Life 
and Underſtanding ; tor as St. Auguſtin ob- 


ſerves, On Earth Nleat and Drink are diffes 


rent Things; but in Spiritual Affairs they have 
the ſame Signufication ; i. e. they re preſent 
to us Wiſdom and Understanding. It is 
n becauſe it nouriſhes, and Drink, be- 

0 cauſe 


[96 ] 

cauſe it quenches Thirſt. Vet ilſorby Li. 
ving Water, We may underſtand Wiſdom; 
vpn Charity, by the Tree of Life: För thus 
we read in thei firſt Epiſtle of St- Jom, He 
that lower not bis. Neighbour; ubideb in 
Death And again, We. know 4 H pa- 
ſed from Death to Life, becauſe at love the 
Brethren, Vital Actions are as Well tintel- 
lectual, as lovely and ipafſionate3*thevetore 
the Dunk of the SAints in the City of God 
is drawn from the Living Water, which 
ſprings from the Fountain of Effef that f is, 
God dhmſel, enjoying a participation of his 
eternal and ineffable Wiſdom.“ And the 
Fooc of the ſame Saints comes from the 
Treetof Life, that iszuthey are made Par- 
takersvot his inexp. elſble Love, the Foun- 
tain of all Gene What theſe Enjoy- 
ments are, we may indeed guels; but can 
never underſtande till we out ſelves arrive 
at that City. Nowy St. Johns Nepreſenta- 
— of the Tree to! be of either Side of 
the River, and to yield her Fruit every 
Month, is to be underſtood Metaphorical- 
ly; that ſo we may in ſome Meaſure un- 
derſtand the Nature of Spiritual Things by 
Corporeal. The bleſſed Evangeliſt here de- 
ſigns to ſhew us the Excellency and Fruit- 
fulneſs of this Tree of Life; which, that he 
might the better do, hie places it on the 
N of a River, aud males it as well by 
ii | innate 


[92] 
inngte Py" as the continyal | Refrefh- 
ment of the Streams, to bring forth Fruit, 
nöt Ike other” Tiect every Year, but ev 
Mon 25 or is lis Peg! only to tell us 


Sort, ch ure platted thick on both Sides 
al cid River ende the City; ſo that 
: between. every there 1 but” little 
Space; g Which e us all the City en- 
jo ys che eaſures of ging g Rivulets, beau- 
bis Shades, and agreeable” Fruits. The 
Goodneſs of the T 08 is {et forth by its be- 
ing eall'd"the Tree of Life; and its Fruit- 
fulnels' app pears Ktn its bringing forth every 


that City vs always new and ripe Fruits; 
none inf id, dry: 2 tafflefs: All which 
Things znify to ys, that the Met and 
Drink Kot the deltec; that is the Wiſdom, 
1 which they petfectly underſtand God, 

d that Love, with ,which they embrace 
him; is moſt perfect, refin'd and unfading. 


The ſame Pleled Evangeliſt adds, that the 


Leaves of the Trees bare for the healing of 
the Nations: By which he would give us 
to underſtand, that whilſt we are in this 
State of Mortality, we can never come to 
taſte of the Fruit of the Tree of Life ; but 
muſt be content with ſome of the Leaves, 
which altho' they do not confer eternal Life, 
yet are moſt profitable for the healing our 
O 2 Various 


of on fl Tre Tee, but of many of the fame | 


mah rom. whence! the "Inhabitants of S 
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of Lite; N which, more or leb we are 


all Ded. Theſe b, more are the D Divine 
Inſtructions given us by the 8 and 


Apoſtles, proceedin trom ſacred Inſpi ip 
tion; and fo deſcend from Heaven. O 
fragrant are the Odors of theſe Leaves 1 | 


any would attain to a Divine Spirit, let him 


read the Prophets, the Pſalmiſt, the Evan- 
geliſts and Apoſtles ; where the moſt amia- 
ble Perfections of God will appear, in a 
Beauty vaſtly tranſcending the fainter 
Varniſh ot Philoſophical Speculations: and 
no wonder, ſince the former are Leaves of 
the Tree of Life in Paradiſe, and the lat- 
ter the Product of Earthly Plants. | There- 


fore, ann 1 theſe Leaves, 


and from them be daily extracting Reme- 
dies, and 3 the Husks of Swine. 
Tent, aſpiring after the Fruits of. eternal 
Life: be always mindful of them, till you 
come to wig, blisful Poſſeſſion of the promis d 
Inheritance. 
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CH A. IX. 


Concerning the My tical Foundation 
"5" e Ciry of GO D. 


E have already gere one 

Structure of the Jeruſalem, which 
8 is abovęe; Now we will ſpeak 
— Of the other: For a City does 
not 255 contain a Foundation, Gates, and 
Walls; but allo a Congregation of Citi- 
zens, who according to the Diverſity of 


their Stations, are tiled Foundations, Walls 


or Gates. And perhaps a Collection of 
Citizens, under the ſame Laws, may be more 
properly called a City, than a large Num- 
ber of Houſes ſurrounded by the ſame 
Walls: For ſo Tully ſpeaks in his Dream of 
Scipio ; the-Councils and Aſſemblies of Men 
lawfully conven'd, are called Cities.” Of 
this Cæleſtial City, which is . compos'd of 
Citizens, not only St. J hn in the Revela- 
tions. ſpeaks, but allo St. Perry in his firſt 
Epiſtle, and St. Paul to the Epheſians. 
We 2 | in the jRevelatis, thar there were 
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twelve Angels at the Gates, and Names 
written. thereon; Which are the Names of -the 
twelve Trives-of the Children of Iſrael ; and 

_ the Wall of the City had twelve Foundati- 
on, and in them the Names of the twelve 
Apoſiles of the Lamb, Rev. 2 f. and in the 
firſt Epiſtle of St. Peter, we meet with the 
following Words; To whom coming, as to g 
Living Stone, diſallowed. indeed of Men, but 
choſen of God and precious, ye alſo as lively 
Stoner, are built up a Spiritual Houſe ; and 
CE ane writes in his Epiſtle to the 
Epbeſrans. . Now therefore, ye are no more 
Strangers and Foreigners, but Fellow-Citizens 
With the Saints, and of the Houſhold of God, 
and are built upon the Foundation of the Apo- 
fler and Prophets, Feſus Chriſt himſelf being 
the chief Corner-ſtone. Firſt therefore, the 
City of God has for its Foundations the 
Apoſtles and Prophets, becauſe their Doctrine 
ſuſtains the whole Fabrick; for Faith is the 
leading Virtue tending to Salvation. Now, 
this Faith is revealed by the Prophets and 
Apoſtles, both by their Preaching and Wri- 
tings. In them we learn the venerable. 
Myſteries oft the Trinity, Incarnation of 
the Son of God, and Reſurrection of the 
Dead. There we are made acquainted, 
with the Joys of departed Saints, and the 
Tortures of condemned Spirits, and' pany. 
other Doctrines, which tranſcend human 
e l | Reaſon. 
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Keaſon. We learn from the Prophets anld 
Apoſtles, who they were, to whom God Was 
pleaſed to reveal theſe Things; for altho 
Faith has no Place in Heaven, who then 
poſſeſs what they before believed; and what 
they thus clearly ſee, can never be a pro- 
per Object of Faith: Yet are the Apoſtles 
and Prophets ſtiled the Foundations of the 
Cceleſtial City, becauſe Faith is the Begin- 
ning of Salvation, and Introduction to laſt- 
ing. Felicity. But becauſe St. Peter ſays, we 
are built up ar libeh Stones on Chriſt: And 
St. Paul in his firſt Epiſtle to the Corenthi- 
ang; For other Foundation; can no Man lay 
than that is laid, "which" is Jeſus Chriſt ; 
therefore the Foundation is one; and yet 
there are twelve. Foundations, as St. Auſtin 
takes Notice in his Expoſition of the Seti 
Plalm, becauſe Chriſt was in the twelve 
Apoſtles, and he, or his Spirit, ſpake and 
taught by them. Let us hear St. Paul diſ- 
courſing concerning this Matter; S Yen 
Proof of Chriſt ſpeaking in me, which to vo. 
ward is not weak, but is mighty in jou; for 
tho' he was crucifi#d thro' Weakneſs, yet be 
liveth by the power of God; for w alſo are 
weak in him; but we ſhall live with him, 
by the parwer of Cod toward: you, 2 Cor. 13. 
3. Nay, hear Chriſt himſelf, He that hear- 
ethyou, heareth me : And elſewhere he fays, 
It is not ye who ſpeak; but the Spirit 55 my 
_ HA 1 atner 
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Futber wohich, Fg within you, Mat. 0. 
Nor need we doubt, but that thoſe © 
"eminent Perſons, who firſt Preached the 
. Goſpel; are included in the Foundation, as 
wells. as the twelve Apoſtles ;| otherwiſe 
we muſt! exclude-St. Clezent, Barnabas, and 
the Seventy Diſciples, yea and tlie Prophets 
themſelves; whereas we are expresſly told, 
that che are built on the Foundations = the 
Apolle, aud Pro bett. 5 
But here ariſes a Difhoulty, Ys! der Chriſt 
can be ſaid to be the Foundation of the 
Building, When he is the chief Corner- 
ſtone, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, and made the 
Head of the Corner, as ſings the Prophet ; 
for how can the ſame Stone be at once at 
the Top and the Bottom, on the Founda- 
tion and on the Roof? But it any one con- 
ſider, that theſe Terms are Metaphorical, he 
will ſoon underſtand, how properly contrary 
Names may agree to one Perſon, with re- 


- terence to various Offices. Indeed our Sa- 


viour, not only as God and Man, but as 
the chief Biſhop of his Church, is both the 
Foundation In Top-Spire; becauſe as a 
Foundation he ſuſtains the Weight of the 
whole Building, bearing with all the Infir- 
mities, and alleviating the Sorrows of his 
People, and yet he (like the Spire) is high- 
ly exalted above all, and governs them ac- 


_ cording to his Pleaſure, And as the Cor- 
N | ner- 
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ner Stone joyns two Walls together, ſo our 
2 * Bleſſed Lord has made Jews and Gentiles, 
to be as one People under his red and 
glorious — 
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ſider the Gates of the Heavenly 
Feruſalem; and it is the common 
Opinion of Interpreters, that by 

the Gates, we are to underſtand the ſame 

Apoſtles ; in which Comment they follow 
St. Auguſiin, in his Expoſition of the Sixty, 
Eighth | Pſalm But St. Fohn, in the Re ves 
lations, when he is ſpeaking of the Gates; 
makes mention of Twelve, Angels, and of 
the Twelve Tribes of the Children of I 
rael,, whole Names he ſays, were written 
on the Tevelve Gates of the City of God; he 
there takes no Notice of the Apoſtle; and 
yet, neither is St. Auguſtin's Opinion talle; 

nor the Sentiments of thoſe who follow: 


him; for St. John ſpeaks there myſtically, 
not literally, as a Prophet, not an Hiſtorian, 
and indeed, his whole Deſcription is ex- 
tremely allegorical. 1 1 
It is univerſally agreed, that the Land 
of Promiſe was a Type of the Cæleſtial 
City. Abraham was the firſt to whom the 
Promiſe of that Place was made; for ſo God 
ſpeaks to him in the Book of Geneſis, All 
this Land which thou ſeeſt, I will give to 
thee and thy Seed for ever : And the A 
ſtle takes Notice, in his Epiſtle to the Ga- 
latians, that the Promiſes were made to A.- 
braham and his Seed. Now Iſaac was ſole 
Heir to Abraham, Iſinael being excluded, 
who was the Son of the Bond Woman, as 
faith the Scriptures, The Son of the Bond 
Woman ſhall not be Heir with the Son of the 
Free Woman. Again, Jacob was ſole Heir 
to Iſaac, his Brother Eſau being excluded, 
who ſold his Birthright ; whence we readin 
the Prophet Malachi, Jacob have I loved, 
but Eſau have I hated : Which Sentence is 
again repeated by the Author of the Epiſtle 
to the Romant. But all the Sons of Jacob 
were his Heirs, none excepted, and fo the 
promis'd Land was divided into Twelve 
Portions, as we may ſee in the Book of Jo- 
ua. This therefore is the Reaſon, why 
St. John, in the Revelations, ſays, That the 


; ane of the Twelve Tribes of the Children 


of 
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of Iſrael were written on the Gates, becauſe 
all the Sons. of Iſrael, and only they, bad a 
Right of Inheritance to poſſeſs the Land of 
Canaan. But as we juſt now obſerved, St. 
ohn here ſpeaks myſtically, and by tlie 
welve Tribes of Iſrael, are meant the 
true Iſraelites, not according to the Fleſh, 
but according to the Spirit and Faith. And 
here we may take in the Twelve Apo- 
files, and all their ſpiritual Children; for 
as St. Paul expreſsly teaches, They are not 
all Iſrael which are of Iſrael, neither be- 
cauſe they are the Seed of Abraham, are they 
all Children. And a little after he compares 
Iſrael to a Tree, many of whole Branches 
were broken off, becauſe of Unbelief; and 
others ingrafted by Faith ; for ſo the conver- 
ted Gentiles commenc'd true Iſraelites, and 
many of the Jews loſt that Privilege. St. 
Auſtin moſt copiouſly explains theſe things, 
in his Epiſtle to Aſellicus, where he thus 
ſpeaks, © Is it not the profoundeſt Myſte- 
* ry, and fit to be numbred among Events 
< moſt wonderful, that many, not de- 
« {cended from Iſrael, ſhould become his 
Sons; and many others ſhould not have 
„the Honour of that Relation, though 
ce they are the Seed of Abraham. For how 
* are they not ? unleſs becauſe they are 
not the Sons of Promiſe, with Reference 
S to the Grace of a Redeemer ; but 
PEN ES e 
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0 -ithe Sons of the Fleſh, bearing an empty 


be Title, a vain Appellation, and by this, nei- 


ther are they of Iſrael, as we are, nor are 
- we Jjraelites after their Manner; for we 
care Iſraelites by a ſpiritual Regeneration, 
#*;they by a carnal Generation: I hus far 
St. e which plainly lets us ſee, that 
Chriſtians are the true Mraclitei, not accor- 
ding to the Fleſh, but the Spirit, and fo are 
the true Heirs of the promiſed Inheritance 
in Heaven. The Reaſon why the Apoſtle 
places Angels as Guardians at the Gates, 
18 to ſinity to us, that none can poſſibly 
enter, but thoſe. who have all requiſite 
-Qualifications. And ſo much my luffice 
ene the Gates | 
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eee the Mylical Stones of 


0 ton . City of GOD. 


= = * HE remaining Part of this Hea- 
n venly Building conſiſts of Stones, 


7200 WT early ſhow us in their Epiſtles ; ; and, 
"becauſe this Part of the Bling | is of great 
Con- 


a [1 
3 VE 


k Ye JE yl who are all the Faithful, as the 
—— two Apoſtles St. Peter and St. 
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Concern to ws; all; it will be worth our 
while, carefully to obſerve the Conditions 
or Qalities which they muſt have, who 
we be built upon the Foundation of the 
Apoſtles and Prophets, Jeſus Chriſt him- 
ſelf being the chief Corner- Stone; that they 
may. not only be in the City of God, but 
themſelves become the moſt exalted and 
happy City of God. There are three 
Things required. of any who would be built 
upon ſo noble a Foundation; Firſt, That he 
be a Stone. Secondh, That he be a living 
Stone. And, Laſtly, He muſt be well po- 
liſhed and ſquared. Firſt; therefore, it is 
neceſſary towards our compoſing a ſolid 
Wall, that we be Stones; not Hay, Wood, 
or Stubble; that is, we muſt be ſerious and 
well ſettleds 3 perſevering in Faith, Hope, 
and Charity, living in a ſincere Obedience 
to God's Commands 3 not being carried 
away with every Wind af: Doctrine. 
Moreover, We muſt be living Stones, as 
St. Peter admoniſhes us; that is, full of 
Charity, and the Spirit of divine Life, like 
to Chriſt the Corner Stone, who, although 
he was put to Death in the Fleſh, yet was 
quickned by the Spirit, and roſe again with 
Triumph, an eternal Conquerour over 
Death. Indeed, Stones without Life will 
ſerve. well enough to build dead, that is, 
earthly Houles ; ; but the ſpiritual Houſe, o 
; rather 


__ 1 baeg] 
compoſed of living fieual Stones. Lajt- 
, We muſt be hewn, poliſh'd, and ſquar'd 
Stones, not rude and unſhapen, which 
would be moſt improper in the building 
of ſo excellent and matchleſs a City; 
ſince we find King Solomon ſought out the 
choiceſt and moſt perfect Stones for the 
| building the Temple, ſurely, a leſſer Care 
can never be proper in the erecting this E- 
ternal City. But this cutting and ſquaring 
muſt be done here on Earth, not in Hea- 
ven, of which there was a Figure in the 
building of Solomon's Teniple ; for ſo we 
read in the firſt Book of Kings, And the 
Houſe, when it was in building, was built 
of Stone, made before it came thither ; ſo that 
there was neither Hammer, nor Ax, nor any 
 Todl of Iron heard in the Houſe while it wa: 
in building. So in the cxleſtial Jeruſalem, 
there {hall no Sound of Hammers be heard, 
for there ſhall be no Perſecutions, Tribu- 
lations, or penitential Labours, no Sighs, 
no Tears, or Sorrows ; fo that the Stones 
choſen to adorn this Czleftial Houſe, muſt 
here be prepared and poliſhed with Variety 
of Afflictions in this Vale of Tears: for thus 
_— MeL. os 95 04H 


And bleſs the ſovereign 


And round the ſacred Courts Immortal 


( 103 J 


Junſionibus, preſſuris, 
Expoliti Lapides 
Suits coaptantur Locis 
Per Manus Artificis' ; 
Diſponuntur permanſuri 

| Sacris ZEdtficiis, © 


The Stones are poliſh'd with celeſtial Art, 
Saints may rejoyce beneath "urge ſmart, 
and, that throws 


the friendly Dart. 


They viſe triumphant to Eternal Day, 


Charms diſplay. b 

Here the Labour of a daily Repentance 
is neceſſary for us, becauſe in many Things 
we offend all, as St. James affirms ; here 
muſt our ſenſual Appetites be mortify'd, 


and every unruly Luſt ſubdu'd; here we 


muſt deny our ſelves, and bring our Bodies 
into ſubjection; here we muſt be continu- 
ally making uſe of the Shield of Faith, to 


defend us from the fiery Darts of impure 


Spirits ; otherwiſe, if we cannot bear the 
Stroke of the Hammer, to all rude and un- 
polith'd; how can we be admitted to this 


curious Fabrick,by the mighty and ilful 


Archi- 
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Architect 2 O did but Mortals know, 
what inconceivable Benefits' they loſe, who 
are afraid of Perſecution, and cannot endure 
Afflictions and Mortification, but muſt, by 
all Means, have their Senſes and Appetites 
careſs d, they certainly would change their 
Minds, and diſmifft ing their jolly feſtival 
Companions, would betake themſelves to 

ſting and Humiliation; they would 
ay alide their ſoft and gay Apparel, 
and put on Sackcloth : and neglecting 
Lain Diſcourſes, would ſpe end the Time 

in Watching and Prayer : If they re- 
ceiv'd Injuries: from falls 1 Brethren, 8 & 
vowed Enemies, they would not then 
think of Revenge, but would rather give 
God Thanks, and heartily pray to him 
for the Welfare of their fierceſt Adverſa- 
ries ; becauſe the ſufferings of this preſent 
Life are not worthy to be compared to the Co- 
ry which ſhall be revealed in us. Rom. 8. and 
thoſe Light Afflictions, which are but for. a 
Moment, work for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal Weght of Glory, 2 Cor. 4. And 
certainly, if we look on thoſe-living Stones, 
who have gone before us to the cæleſtial 
. we ihall ſee none but have been 


= 4 


—＋ precious 8 who bimſelk 
needed no refining, yet he ſuffered. for us, 
leaving 


0 — 


8 

leaving us an Example; Who when he was 
reviled, rewiled not again; and when he ſuf- 
fer'd, threamed not. 1 Pet. 2. And all the 


Apoſtles could ſay, with bleſſed St. Paul, 


Even unto this preſent Hour we bath hun- 
ger and thirſt, and are naked, and are buf- 


feted, and have no certain Dwelling-place : 


and labour, working with our ownHands ; being 
rewiled, we bleſs ;, being perſecuted, we ſuffer 
it; being defamed, we intreat; we are made 
as the Filth of the World, and are the Off 
ſcowring of all Things unto this Day, 1 Cor. 
4. 11. What ſhall I ſay of the Martyrs ? 
Did not they, by many Tribulations, Tor- 
tures, and painful Deaths, aſcend to the 
Heavenly City? Not to mention the great 
Number of Confeſſors, Hermits, and Vir- 
gins, who walked acceptably with God, 
who had never reach'd the bliſsful Society 
above, had they not mortified the Luſts of 
the Fleſh, and practis d that difficult Duty 
of Self-Denial. Neither was the cutting 
of theſe living Stones neceſlary only after, 
but alſo before the Appearance of our Saviour 
in the Fleſh ; Abel, the ſecond living Stone, 
was cruelly murdered by his Brother Cain. 
The holy Patriarch Joſeph was fold by his 
Brethren ; and the Angel Raphael told To- 
bias, That becauſe he was beloved of God, 
it was neceflary he ſhould be try'd by 
Temptations ; he did not ſay, Becauſe thou 
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art a Sinner, and hated by God, thou ſhalt 
endure the bitter Affliction of Blindneſs; 
but, becauſe thou art acceptable to God, 
approving thy ſelf juſt and righteous, there- 
fore, as a living Stone, ſet a- part for the 
heavenly Building, it was neceſſary thou 
ſhould'ſt feel the Hammer's Weight. Which 
of the Prophets eſcaped the Perſecution of 
ungodly Men ? What exquiſite Torments 
did the Seven young Men we read of in 
the Maccabees, endure ? Let us hear the 
Apoſtle, in his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, diſ- 
courſing of the Old Teſtament Saints, — 

And others. were tortured, not accepting De- 
liveratice, that they might obtain a better Re- 
ſurrection. Others had Tryals of cruel Mock- = 
ngs and Scourgings.; yea moreover, of Bonds 

and I; " riſonments_ ; they were ſtaned, they 


4 


were ſawn aſunder, were tempted, were 
ſlain with the Sword; they wandred about 
in Sheep-skins and in Goat-skins, being de- 
ſtitute, afflictea, tormented ; of whom the 
World was not worthy ; they wandred in De- 
ſerts, and in Mountains, and in Dens, and 
Caves of the Earth, Heb. 11. 36, 37, Oc. 
What ſayeſt thou, Chriſtian 2 .if thoſe, of 
whom, by Reaſon of their admirable Sancti- 
ty, the World was not worthy, could not 
eſcape the Artificer's Hammer, what ſhall 
be done to thee, to whom Sin is pleaſant, 
and the Pains of Repentance ſeem intolle- 
«aan. ates. 
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rable' ? It is neceſlary that you ſhould, be 


cleanſed and poliſhed in this Life, that fo 
| you may be fit for a Place in that ſublime 


Building. If therefore you are truly wiſe, 


you willundoubtedly chuſe rather to endure 


4 ſhort Tribulation in this Life, than to un- 
dergo in the future World, Torments moſt 
r en and fun; | 


Car! XII. 


SXRS n 


Concerning. our eee this 


Hay” . | 


DI Aving explained the "Balding, of 

N 3 City, of. God, it now remains, 
chat we touch upon a few Things 
S—= which are neceſſarily. required to 
make us Citizens of that moſt happy Place; 
the chiet of which. is, that we renounce 
this earthly City, and live here as Stran- 
gers and Pilgrims ; for it is impoſſible for 
us to be devoted to this World, and, at 
the ſame Time, to be Citizens of the New 
\ Jeruſalem ; and no one heartily torſakes the 
alluring Vanities of this Lite, but is 1m- 
Q 2 mediately 


> 
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mediately received into the Boſom of the 


City of God. But we will diſcourſe. a 


little more particularly on this Matter. We 
find mention made in Scripture, of two 
ſorts of Cities; an Earthly City, which be- 
gan in Cain, who was the firſt Builder of a 
City, as we read in the Book of Gene- 
ſis; and a Cæleſtial one, which began in 
Abel, of which God himſelf was the Foun- 
der. Of the former, Babylon the Great 
was a Figure ; which ſignifies Confuſion. 
Of the latter, Jeruſalem, the City of the 
Great King, which is called the Viſion of 


Peace, was an Emblem. They are Citi- 


zens of the Earthly City, who not only 
dwell on Earth, but place the choiceſt of 


their Affections on it, eſteem it as their 


chief Good, pant after its deceitful Enjoy- 
ments, for the obtaining which, they plunge 


_ themſelves into ali the Contuſions of Diſ- 


cord, War, and Tumult. The Devil is 
the Prince of this City, who being caſt out 
from the Heavenly Feruſalem, began a ty- 
rannical Uſurpation over this Earthly City. 
Indeed, our bleſſed Lord, a little before 


his Paſſion, ſaid, Now is the Judgment of 
this World; now ſhall the Prince of this 


World be caſt out, John 12. And he truly 
caſt him out with the Weapon of his Croſs, 
and triumph'd over him therewith, as the 
Apoſtle obſerves in his Epiſtle to the 6 G 

11 ey | _ frans, 
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fians, And having ſpoiled Principalities and 


Powers, he made a [a of them openly, tri- 


umphing over them in it, Col. 2. Yet this 
is not to be underſtood, as if the Devil 
were quite caſt out of the World, and his 
Government entirely loſt; but only that he 


is caſt out from all thoſe who join themſelves 
to Chriſt, and forſaking this earthly, embrace 
the cæleſtial one: Over theſe happy Per- 


{ons he has no Power. Yet that the Devil 


has ſtill ſome Power in this earthly City, 
is evident from the Words of the Apoſtle, 
in his Epiſtle to the Epheſians, For we wreſtle 
not againſt Fleſh and Blood, but againſt Prin- 


cipalities, againſt Powers, againſt; the Ru- 


lers of the Darkneſs of this World, againſt” 
ſpiritual Wickedneſs in high Places. There- 
fore, Satan and his Miniſters have yet ſome 


Dominion over this World, that he is the 


Lord and Governour of worldly: Men, con- 
cerning which, St. John thus ſpeaks, The 
World lieth in Wickeaneſs; as though he had 


ſaid, The World adheres to its Gowernour; 
which is called wicked, by an eaſy: Meta- 


phor, being in the Power, and under the. 


Dominion of a malicious Demon. Now 


the Citizens of this Heavenly Habitation, 
are thoſe who reign all happy in the King- 


dom of God above; and alſo thoſe, who 
dwell on Earth in mortal Bodies, but cleave 
not to it in their Affections, but have 1 
RESP oe Is 07 


Cate 


undrrſation in Heaven, and deſire ' rarneſtly 
70 be diſſolved, that they may be with Chriſt, | 
the King of the Heavenly City. Now, be- 
cauſe the Citizens of Heaven are here min- 
gled with ond thy therefore in the ho- 
Iy Scriptures we read, that though the 
Citizens of Heaven ure in the World, yet 
they are not of the World, but are as Stran- 
gers and Pilgrinis in it; for ſo ſpeaks St. 
Peter, Deuriy beloved, 1 beſeech you as Stran- 
gers and Pilgrims, abſtain from feſhly Luſts, 
which | war aganiſt the Sul, i Pet. 2. 11. 
On the contrary, the Citizens of this Earth 
are, as in the ſacred Writings, to be Strangers 
from the Covenants of Promiſe, having no 
Hope, and without God in 'the World; 

which ſince it is fo, let no Man deceive 
himſelf, by imagining that he can be at once 
both a Citizen of this World, and of Hea- 
ven: The Citizens of this World are of the 
World, that is, they are exceeding Pleaſed 
with the Cuſtoms and Faſhions of it; but 
the Citizens of Heaven, though they are on 
Earth, yet have ſolemnly renounced its 
Pops and Vanities, and taken a Farewel 
of its moſt alluring Beauties. If therefore, 
we find ourſelves over much delighted with 
worldly Charms, we may conclude, we 
can have no Share in that heayenly City, un- 
leſs before our Deceaſe, we forlake thoſe 
enchanting Vanities. And becauſe theſe 
Things 


wan Wer mT - a. of 
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Things are of the utmoſt Concern, and yet 


well underſtood but by few, not ſcarce 


ever thought on according to their Weight 
and Conſequence. ;, therefore, that no one, 
at the laſt Day, might be able to plead Ig- 
norance in theſe Matters, the Apoſtles and 
Evangeliſts often repeat, and infiſt upon 
them. Let us hear our bleſſed Saviour 
himſelt ſpeaking, Tz are of this World, 1 am 
nut of this World, John 8. And again to 
his Apoſtles, . H ye were q, 26 World, the 
World ould love its own, but becauſe ye are 
not of the World, therefore the World hateth , 
you, John 15. Hear St. Paul, The Wiſ- 
dom of this World is Fooliſhneſs with God. 
And again, But when wwe are: judged, we 
are chaſtened of the Lord, that we ſhould 
not be condemned. with the Word, 1 Cor. 11. 
32. Hear St. James, Know ye not, that the 
Friendſhip of this World is Eumity with God, 
whoſoever therefore will be a Friend of the 
World, is the Enemy of God, James 4. Let 
us hear St. Peter, Whereby are given to us 
exceeding great and precious Promiſes, that by 
1 you might be Partakers of the divine 
Nature, having eſcaped the Corruption that 
is in the World through Luft, 2d Epiſt. 4. 
St. John ſpeaks to the ſame Effect, Love 
not the Wold nor the Things of the World. 
And again, If any Man love the World, the 
Love of the Father is not in him, 1 John 5. 

| Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, let us hear what our Lord ſays,in his 
Prayer to his Father, I pray for them, I pray 
not for the World, but for thoſe whom thou 
haſt given me, and the World hateth them, 
becauſe they are not of the World, even as I 
am not of the World, John 17. Here we 
plainly ſee, that the World was ſo excom- 
municated and condemned by God, that 
Chriſt would not vouchſafe to pray for it. 
But perhaps it may be ſaid, if Chriſt prays 
not for the World, how is it ſaid in ano- 
ther Place, God ſo loved the World, that he 
gave his only Begotten Son, that whoſoever 
believeth on him ſhould not periſh, but have 
everlaſiing Life. Now, does the Father 
love the World, and the Son hate ite 
Or, how comes it to paſs, that the Son ex- 
cludes the World from his Prayer, to whom 
the Father ſo richly granted his Love ? St. 
Auſtin, in his Expoſition of the Place, ſays, 
“ That by the World, for which Chriſt re- 
_ © fuſed to pray, we are to underſtand only 
“ Reprobates.” In like Manner, as the A- 
poſtle ſpeaks, in his firſt Epiſtle to the (Co- 
rinthians, where he has this Expreſſion, That 
ye may not be condemned with the World. 
But the Reaſon why Chriſt prayed not then 
for the World, ſeems rather to be this, be- 
cauſe he was then putting up his Petitions 
for the Apoſtles, which were by no means 
ſuitable to the Condition of the World; he 


prayed, 
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pray d, that they might have the Grace of 
Perſeverance ; Keep them, ſays he, in thy 
Name; and he alſo asked for them ever- 
laſting Glory; Father, I will that they alſo 
whom thou haſt given me, be with me where 
J am, that they may behold my Glory which 
thou haſt given me. Now, this is not agree- 
able to theWorld,which cannot be fit for the 
Kingdom of Heaven, till it be purified ; as 
it wou'd be a moſt unſeemly Thing for a 


Man, all polluted with Filth and Dirt, to 


enter a Royal Bedchamber ; yet God loved 
the World, and gave his only-begotten Son, 


that he might purify and prepare. it for his 


Kingdom; and fo Chriſt prayed for his Mur- 
derers, not that they might perſevere in the 
Condition they were in; but that his Fa- 
ther would cleanſe them and redeem them 
from this preſent evil World. Nay, our 
Saviour, in that very Prayer, in which he 
lays; I pray not for the World, he afterwards 


adds, That the World may believe that thou 


haſt ſent me. | 3 
In a word therefore, Chriſt prayed for his 


own, and not for the World, becauſe, un- 


leſs a Man forſakes the Vanities of the World, 
before he goes out of the Body, he can ne- 
ver attain to the Kingdom of God : There- 


fore, whoever loves that moſt exalted and 


glorious City, let him haſten his Departure 
from this World, leſt his laſt Hour come 


[14] 


upon him unawates; and he be ſuddenly 
{natch'd out of this World, without an 
Opportunity of Repentance, or Hopes of 
Converſion ; and when he takes a Farewel 
of the. World, let it be done heartily, for- 
getting all its fooliſh Luſts and Vanities, 
that be may ſpend his Time in the daily 
Meditation on the City of his Lord, and 
may imitate the Prophet's Language, If 1 
Jorget thee, O Jeruſalem, let my Right Hand 
forget her Cunning ; It T do not remember thee, 
let my "Tongue cleave to the Roof of my Mouth, 
if I prefer not Jeruſalem above my chief Foy, 
Pſalm 137. For this is a diſtinguiſhing Mark 
of the Heavenly Citizens, that they had ra- 
ther loſe their Tongues and Hands, than 
ſay wor do any thing contrary to the Love 
they bear to God their Father, and Heaven 
their Country: And if that be indeed their 
chief Joy, which makes all its Inhabitants 
bleſſed, fo as no earthly Happineſs can much 
delight them, the Remembrance and Ex- 
pecti tion of their future Joys being a ſuffici- 
ent Refreſhment to them in this their Pil- 
grimage. We will conclude this Book with 
the words of St. Auguſtin, that fo thoſe, who 
perhaps may not ſo much regard my words, 
may aſſent to the Opinion of ſo great a Man. 
Now he, in his Expoſition of the 61ſt Plalm, 
tells us the true Signs both of the Citizens 
of this world; and thoſe that belong to the 

Ciry 
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City of God, in the following words,“ All, 
« ({ays he) who mind earthly Things, all 
co who prefer earthly Happineſs to God; all 
« who ſeek their own, not the Things 
«<-which are Chriſt's, belong to that City, 


« which is myſtically called Babylon, of 


« which the Devil is the Head. But all 
cc thoſe who reliſh” the Things that are a- 
« bove, who are taken up in holy Medita- 
« tions, and walk uprightly and circum- 
ce ſpectly before God; who greatly fear to 
« 1in, and are ready to confeſs and forſake 
their Tranſgreſſions; the meek, the hum- 
ble, the juſt, the good, and pious, all 
belong to one Cit y, over which Chriſt is 
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Concerning the Eternal Hap- 
pineſs of the SAINT s, 
under the Name of the 
Houſe of the LO R D. 
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CHAT. I. 


That all the Bleſſed are the Do- 
meſticts and Sons of GO D. 


Mas glad, lays the Royal Pſal- 
miſt, when they ſaid to me, let us 
GS; \ W 20 up into the Houſe of the Lord. 
— And indeed, a good and faithful 
Servant has exceeding great Cauſe of rejoy- 
cing, when he has diligently labour'd in the 
Vineyard, or has increas'd the Talents com- 
„„ ͤ e ; mitted 
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mitted to his Truſt, or has gained the Prins he 
ran for, or gain d in Battle the Conqueror 's 
Laurels, or carefully feeds the Sheep commit- 
ted to his Care, and defended them from 
the Wolves; and having gone through all 
theſe Labours with Triumph, enters intd 
the Houſe of his Lord: But let us en- 


quire into the Reaſon, why that which Was | 


a little before called a City, is now ſtild 4 
Houſe ; for it cannot be, becauſe it is ſo 
{mall and narrow, as not to deſerve the 
Name of a City, ſince it is ſo ſpacious, as 
that no City or Kingdom can equal it in 
that Reſpe&t ; fo that the Prophet Baruch 


cries out, O Ih ael, how 72 is the Hogje | 


of God, and how extenſive his lofty Ha 

tation? It is great indeed, and hath no End. 
What then can be the Reaſon, why ſo great 
a City is called a Houſe ? In the firſt place, 
it an be ſo called, becauſe Gs the 
bleſſed Spirits are diffus d through all the 
Kingdom of Heaven, yet they are all the 
Familiars and Domeſticks of their Lord: 


For, ſome might perhaps have imagined, 


had there been mention made only of a 


ier and a City, that many who are 
in the Kingdom of Heaven, and Inhabitants 
of the City of our God, never had the Happi · 
neſs of his Preſence, and were debarred the 
Honour of Acceſs to him, unleſs by the Me- 
N of Beater Favourites. But now ſince 


the 
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the Caſe is far otherwiſe, and all the Saints 
continually ſee God, dwell in his Preſence, 
and talk with him Face to Face; whether 
they are the more exalted Cherubims and 
Seraphims, ' Apoſtles and Prophets, or infe- 
rior Angels and leſſer Saints: For, concer- 
ning Guardian Angels, who are reckoned 
of the loweſt Order, our Lord ſays,” Iheir 
Angels do always behold the Face of my Fa- 
ther which is in Heaven, Mat. 18. And 
the Apoſtle writing to the Epheſians, tells 
them, -They are not only Fellow-Citizens with 
the Saints, but alſo of the Honſbold of God, 
Epheſ. 2. 19. Therefore their Habitation 
is called not only a City, but a Houſe; for 
in Heaven there are divers Manſions, ſome 
more exalted; and others inferior; and 
there are alſo varieus Diadems, ſome. of 
which ſhine with a' brighter, others with 
a fainter Luſtre, according to the Merits 
of their Poſſeſſors. Yet they are all bleſſed 
and happy, full of Love, and univerſal 
Charity. So that every one of theBleſſed,who 
dwells in the Houſe of God, has the daily 
Pleaſure of ſeeing his Lord, and enjoying 
the moſt intimate Communion with him. 
Although in other Kingdoms and Cities, 
there are many, who never ſee their King, 
and but few, who are admitted into his 
Company, and ſuffer d to be familiar with 
him. Another Reaſon is, becauſe in a Ci- 


"Ty 


V 
ty, many ſee and talk with the King, but 
are not all his Sons and Heirs, but only 
tioſe who dwell in the Royal Palace, and 
are acknowledged by the King for his Sons 
and Heirs. But in the Kingdom of Heaven, 
and City of our God, all the Saints, whe- 
ther more eminent or inferior, are the true 
Sons of God, and Brothers to Chriſt, Heirs 
of God, and joint Heirs with Chriſt, And 
by this indifloluble Band; all are call'd 
Brethren; neither do the greater deſpiſe the 
leſs; nor is there to be found amongſt them 
the leaſt Uneaſineſs or Envy. For when 


our bleſſed Lord taught us to pray; the 


firſt Petition ran thus, Our Father, which 
art in Heaven; None are excluded: and 
when in the laſt Judgment, he ſays, Come 
Je bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom 
prepared for you from the Foundation of the 
World ; he excepts none of the Righteous, 
And when the Apoſtle to the Romans ſaid, 
Whoever ure governed by the Spirit of God, 
are the S-ns of God; and a little after; The 
Spirit it ſelf beareth Witneſs with our Spirits, 
that we are the Sons of God; and if Children, 
then Heirs, Heirs of Grd, and joint Heirs 
with Chriſt, He excludes none, neither 
{mall nor great, ſo they have but the Spirit 
of God, and yield themſelves up to his Di- 
rection and Guidance, which is the conſtant 
Practice of all who are regenerated in 


Chriſt, 
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Chtiſt, and perſevere in Faith, Hope, and 
Charity. St. Peter alſo in his firſt Epiſtle, 
promiſes to all the Sanctify d, an Inheritance 
incorruptil e, undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away, reſerved in the Heavens. Laſtly, St: 
John in his firſt Epiſtle, ſays to all the Saints 
without Exception, Behold what manner of 
Love the Father. hath beſtowed on us, that 
we ſhould be called the Sos of God. The 
Habitation of the Juſt is therefore properly 
ſtild a Houſe, and not only a Kingdom and 


_ City. 


Since all there are Sons and Heirs of 
the great King, and moſt dearly beloved 
by God, and may ſay with the Prophet; 
How good and how pleaſant it is for Bre- 
thren to duvell together in Unity > For what 
greater Pleaſure can be imagined, than to 
converſe with an innumerable Company 
of Angels and Men, of all Orders and 
Degrees, who entirely love and reſpect each 
other, with an Affection vaſtly tranſcend- 
ing the greateſt human Paſſion. 
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Concerning the Greatneſs and Beau- 
5 , the Houſe of GO D. 


HERE remains yet another Rea- 
on, why the Habitation of the 
Gaints is called a Houſe; namely, 
——— becauſe Houſes, eſpecially Royal 
ones, have Variety of Ornaments in their 
Halls and Chambers, beyond what are to be 
found in the reſt of the City: For who can 
reckon up: the Tapeſtry, Arras-Hangings, 
precious Garments, 'and Gold and Silver 
Veſlels, which glitter in Royal Palaces ? nei- 
ther only are the inward Apartments thus 
curiouſly adorn'd, but uſually the outward 
Structure it ſelf admirably rich, and ſhinin 
with the moſt valuable ſpotted Marble, and 
lofty painted Pillars, Gardens hanging out 
of the Windows, and other Ornaments of 
this Natyre, too long to be enumerated. 
- King Solomon, after he had built a Temple 
to God, with a Magnificence ſuitable to 
the Solemnity of the Undertaking, built 
himſelf ſo ſplendid a Palace, as took up thir- 
teen Years in building: though there were 
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e 
ſo many Workmen and Overſeers aſſiſting; 
and he had for his ready Materials the moſt 
precious Stones, and choiceſt Cedar-wood, 
With the ſame Coſt and Charge he built a 
Houle tor his Queen, Daughter to the King 
of Agypt. Therefore, the Holy Scripture, 
when it calls that Habitation the Houſe of 
God, which before it had called a City, in- 
tends to inform us, that all that Kingdom 
and City is as rich and dazzling as Royal 
Palaces are wont to be. | 
It ſeemed a little before, a wonderful 
Thing, that a whole Kingdom ſhould ap- 


pear in the ſame Beauty, with which its 


Metropolis was adorn'd ; what a grateful 
Surprize then muſt it be, to conſider, that 
all the Kingdom of Heaven is called the 
Houſe of God, becauſe it is all over moſt 


fair, ſplendid, and beautiful, as becomes 


the noble Palace of unrival'd Majeſty 2 Well 
might the Prophet Dawid cry out, my Soul 
longeth yea even fainteth, for the Courts of the 
Lord ; For who would not with his whole 
Heart with to ſee and poſſeſs a Royal Palace 
which is as large as a whole Kingdom, which 


ſhines with as many Ornaments as the rich- 


eſt Palace? and if we attentively conſider'd, 
and heartily believ d, that ſuch an invalua- 


ble Palace, and eternal Kingdom was of- 
fered us, we ſhould not only vehemently 
delire them, but even be diſſolved in Rap- 


? tures 
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tures at the Conſideration of their inimita- 

ble Beauty, and vaſt Importance. But we 

lie ſupine on the Ground, intent on earthly 

Things, and think them of great Concern, 

becauſe they are preſent, and ſo neglect 
Inviſibles; like little Boys, who were never 

from their Father's Houſe, fix their Affections 

on it, never thinking of the Palaces of Prin- 

ces; or like thoſe Countrymen, who have 

never {een any Cities, being careful. only to 

cultivate their little Farms, and repair their 

clay Cottages ; they never ſpend a Thought 

on Towers and Palaces, on Theatres, Ho- 

nours, or coſtly Banquets ; and perhaps theſe 

Ruſticks and little Children are happter than 

wealthy Citizens, or great Princes; becauſe 

thoſe Things, which make the greateſt 

Show in this world, bring more with them 

of Danger and Trouble, than ſolid Uſe and 

Profit. But the good Things in that cæle- 

ſtial Houle of our Heavenly Father, are tru- 
ly great, and have no Danger or Trouble 
adhering to them, and are intirely and 
everlaſtingly, free from all Allay or Dil- 
quietude. Therefore, bleſſed St. Paul, who 
was neither a Ruſtic k, nor little Child, but well 
acquainted with the moſt alluring earthly 
Goods, being a moſt learned Man, and a 
Companion of the beſt and wiſeſt; who 
had view'd this Heavenly City, and had the 
Honour to be taken up into Paradice, ſpeaks 
8 2 1 
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thus of himſelf, We look not upon the Things 
which: are your but at the Things which are 
not. ſeen ; for the Things which are ſeen are 
temporal, but the Things that are not feen are 
eternal, 2 Cor. 4. 18. And again, For our 
Conreerſation is in Heaven; and he exhorts 
us all after this Manner, Seek thoſe Th. 

which are above, where: Chriſt: ſateth at Te 
Right Hand of God: : Set your Affections on 
* Ove, not on « Things on the re 


cur. 11, 


Concerning my Dining-Room of 
525 Houſe of GOD. 


: _ = Nother Reaſon, why that Habita- 

aon is tiled the Houſe of God, 
which-is ſometimes call'd a King- 
dom, and a City, ſeems to be 


drawn from thoſe Words of our Saviour, 
In my Father's Houſe are many manſions, Joh. 
14. Now there are in Houſes, Parlours to 
eat in, Chambers to ſleep in, and Halls and 
Entries | tor vas Services, which cannot be 
done 


L125 
done out of the Houſe. To begin with 
the former; There is truly a Dining-Room 
in the Houſe of our Lord, where all the 
daints not only banquet on divine Dainties; 
but what is moſt wonderful, and indeed in- 
credible, unleſs the Holy Spirit had told us 
ol it, the King himſelf waits at Table ; for 
ſo ſpeaks our Lord, in the Goſpel according 
to St. Luke, Bleſſed are thoſe, Servants, whom 
the Lord when he cometh ſhall find watching. 
Verih, I ſay unto. you, that he ſhall gird bim- 
ſelf, and make them to fit down to Meat, and 
Will come. fo th and {erve them. Luke 12. 37. 
What Sort of a Feaſt is this? who ever 
beard ſuch Things before ? the Maſter 


ſtands, whilſt the Servant ſits; the Maſter 


is girded, that he may more readily miniſter; 
the Servant ungirded, that he may more 
eaſily enjoy the Pleaſures of the Ban quet; 
the Maſter is moving and bringing on the 
Diſhes, while the Servant is quietly feeding 
on Royal Dainties. O! if we did but right- 
ly apprehend and conſider theſe Things, 
how faint would be our Reliſh of earthly 
Enjoyments ! When our blefled Saviour laid 
aſide his Garments, took a Towel, and gir- 
ded himſelf to waſh his Diſciples Feet, St. 
Peter was ſtruck with Horror and Surprize, 
and could not bear it, that the Feet of Ser- 
vants ſhould be waſhed by their Lord; it 
was not then without juſt Reaſon, 9 St. 
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Peter was ſurprized, becauſe he ſaw Majeſty 
humbled, to give an Example of Humility 
to his Servants ; but in that Czleſtial Houſe, 
our Lord's girding himſelf and ſerving, is 
not an Act of Humiliation, but only an Ho- 
nour he is pleas'd to confer on his Friends; 
for in Heaven there is no Need of any Exam- 
ples of Humility, ſince none are proud, but 
perfectly confirmed in every Kind of Vir- 
tue. Therefore their Lord's girding him- 
ſelf here ſignifies, that he will be always 
ſo preſent with every one of his Friends and 
Servants, to delight and refreſh them, as 
if he had Nothing elſe to mind, and were 
alone preſent with every fingle Perſon. Me- 
ditate, O Chriſtian, on the Nature of this 
Privilege! O that thou didſt conſider and 
underſtand, what great Honours and Delights 
the Lord will eternally confer on his holy 
Servants ! for if you ſeriouſly lay theſe things 
to Heart, you alſo being fervent in Spirit, 
and having your Loins girded, would moſt 
diligently apply your ſelf to the delightful 
Service of ſo good a Maſter ; and when you 
meet with any of your poor Brethren, you 
would be ſo far from deſpiſing, or giving 
them ſour Looks,that your Heart would be 
inflam'd with divine Charity, and you would 
make haſte to ſuccour and relieve them. 
Remember thoſe ſacred Words, Verih, I ſay 
unto you, in as much as ye have done it un- 

10 
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to one of the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye 
have done it unto me. Now that he cauſes 
his Servants to fit down, ſignifies to us, that 
as ſoon as they are admitted into their Fa- 
ther's Houſe, they may quietly fit down, 
and devote themſelves to Reſt, without any 
Care or Danger, whilſt they enjoy the migh- 
ty Bleſſings provided for them; for then no 
Enemy, by Force or Fraud, can moleſt 
them, or diſturb their ineffable Bliſs. Laſt- 
ly, That their Lord himſelf goes about and 
ſerves them; lets us know, that in Himſelf 
are the Saints richeſt Banquets; for he is the 
Bread of Life, and the Fountain of Wiſ⸗ 
dom. He is the hidden Manna, which no 
Man knows, but he who receives it; there- 
fore he himſelf goes to all, and miniſters to 
them eternal Daintiess 
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Cu IV. 


Concerning. the Bed. . of 


the Houſe of GOD. 


E us now go from the Dining- 


Room to the Bed-chambers ; Let 
the Saints, ſaid David, be joyful 
in Glory, let them ſang aloud upon 
their Beds: Now this ſignifies that profound 
and pleaſant Reſt of the Saints, of which 
David thus fings in another Place, For ſo 
be giveth his Beloved ſleep ; of which alſo he 
ſays in another Place, I will lay me down in 
Peace, and take my "Reft, Laſily, This is 
that Reſt, concerning the which we thus 
read in the Revelations : Bleſſed are the 
Dead that die inthe Lord; yea. jo faith the 
Spirit, that they may reſt from their Eabours, 
and their Works follow them, Rev, 14. 

Now this - is the peculiar Happineſs of 
the Bleſſed. 
In this ike none are intirely free from 
Labour ; and they who ſeem to enjoy the 
greateſt Share of Reſt, as the noble and 
wealthy, are often affliercd with greater Anx- 
1eties. 


1 
xieties. Nor does our bleſfed Saviour, ini 
his Parable of the Sower, compare Riches 
to Thorns, without good Reaſon; and we 
read in the Book of 70b, That there is an 


appointed time to Man upon Earth, and 


that his Days are like the Days of an Hivre- 
ling ; and Eliphaz obſerves, That Man is 
born to Trouble, as the Sparks fly upwards 3 
and the wile Son of Hrach moſt emphati- 
cally Diſcourſes on this Head, Great 
« Travel is created for every Man, and an 
c heavy Yoke is upon the Sons of Adam, 
from the Day that they go out of their 
« Mother's Womb, till the Day that they 
« return to the Mother of all Things : 
« Their Imagination of Things to come, 


« and the Day of Death, trouble their 


* Thoughts, and cauſe Fear of Heart from 
« Him that ſitteth on a Throne of Glory, 
“ unto him that is humbled in Earth and 
< Alhes, from him that weareth Purple 
« and a Crown, unto him that is cloathed 
e with.a Linnen Frock . Thus far our 


Author, who here in the moſt beautiful Ex- 


preſſions, informs us, that no. Mortal can at 
any Time enjoy a ſettled Reſt : But that we 
may more highly eſteem this bleſſed Sleep 
or Reſt of the Saints, I ſhall briefly explain 


this Sentence of the Wiſe Man. Great. 


Travel (ſays he) is created for every Man, 


and a heavy Yoke is upon the Sons of Adam. 
T 


Buſineſs 


Tn 

Buſineſs is oppoſed to Reſt ; but becauſe 
many are taken up in pleaſant Employ- 
ments, ſuch as Hunting, Sporting, Singing, 
or Leaping, he adds, and an heavy Toke, 
to let us know, that he ſpake of a laborious 
and troubleſome Buſineſs, which is delight- 
tul to none, but avoided by all. And he 
ſays, That this great Travel is created for 
Man, that is appointed and deſtin'd to 
him from his very Creation, as an individual 
and inſeparable Companion : And leſt any 
ſhould not underſtand him, he further ex- 
plains it, ſaying, From the Day that they go 
out of their Mother's Womb, till the Day that 
they return to the Mother of all Things : 
Therefore the Oxen have a milder Doom 
than Men, who indeed bear a heavy Yoke 
in the Day Time, but reſt at Night; 
whereas Men are oppreſs'd both Day and 
Night, with a moſt heavy Burthen : then 
he briefly ſpecifies ſome Part of that Load 
of Troubles, which like a heavy Yoke, 
galls the Necks of Mortals ; their Imagina- 


tions of Things to come, and the Day of 


Death trouble their Thoughts, and cauſe 
Fear of Heart. The firſt Part of this Trou- 
ble is an anxious Thought concerning Fu- 
turity; for uſually Men are very ſollicitous 
about what {hall befall them on the Mor- 
row, and ſay within themſelves, What 
mall happen after this ? Shall not we _ 

| | that 
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that little we already poſſeſs 2 From whence 
ſprings a continual Fear of Heart, which 
will not ſuffer a Man to reſt ; and this Re- 
flection, with its Offspring, which is Fear, 
is twofold ; one which the Mind forms to 

itſelf ; the other, which is indeed neceſſar 
and unavoidable ; the former he ſtiles their 
imagination of Things to come, and the lat- 
ter the Day of Death. Man imagines 
Things to come, that is, he frames to him- 
ſelf various Expectations of Futurities, 

which torment him as much as if the 
were certainly to come. But the Thoughts 
and Fear of Death is moſt of all afflicting, 
and this is common to all Men, who, as 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks, Through the Fear of 
Death are all their Life tume ſubject to Bon- 
dage ; for the Expectation of Death caſts a 
fatal Damp on all the Pleaſures and Jollineſs 
of Lite. Laſtly, the Wiſe Man adds, that 
this Labour and Travel is ſo common to all 
the Sons of Adam, that it belongs to all 
Men, from the higheſt to the loweſt, from 
him that fits ſublimely on the Throne, and 
wears the Imperial Diadem, ſhining in the 
richeſt Purple, to him who lies on the Ground 
in the vileſt Apparel. And with Regard to 
theſe Things, all the Sons of Adam, by rea- 
ſon. of the Fall, are much more unhappy 
than the Beaſts, ſince the latter live without 
: * 2 Fear 3 
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Fear, nor are ſollicitous for the Morrow, 
neither can they call to Mind their paſt 
Labours, nor be tormented with the Ex- 
ectation of any to come; therefore our 
Author ſays, This is an heavy Yoke on the 
Son of Adam, that thereby he might ex- 
clude the Beaſts, who are free from this Bur- 
den; alſo to ſhew, that the firſt Sin of 
Man was the Cauſe of this Miſery. But 

this is moſt grievous of all to thoſe who aſ- 
ire not after this Celeſtial Houſe, that they 
* in this Life a heavy Yoak, yet, in the 
other, will find one far more intollerable : . 
Indeed in this Life none are free from La- 
bour, yet mingled with ſome Refreſhment; 
but in Hell there is Labour and Grief with- 
out Reſt or Conſolation : It is only in the 
bleſſed Houſe of God, that there is reſt 
without any Labour, and Joy without the 
leaſt Alloy of Sorrow, Kightly therefore 

does the Prophet ſing, Let the Saints be joy- 
ful in Glory, let them . allbud upon their Bede. 
becauſe there they reſt, not like thoſe who are 
aſleep, who then have no Perception of their 
own Reſt ; but with great Reliſh and Tri- 
umph, knowing and oblerving with eternal 
. Thankſgiving, the Excellency of their hap- 
py Reſt, perfectly tree from all Labour, 
Grief, or Moleſtation. Now were there 
Nothing elſe in the Houſe of God, bur this 
eternal Reſt, it certainly were worthy to be 
| PE? 
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purchaſed with all the Labours and Sorrows. 
of this Life; and if in Hell, there were no 
other Torment. beſides a perpetual and 
moſt troubleſome Watching, what conſi- 
dering Man would not willingly ſpend his 
whole Life in Prayers and Tears, to pre- 
vent ſo great an Infelicity ? For as it cer- 
tainly will be a mighty Satisfaction to the 
Sainrs, at their departure from this World, 
to ſee an End of all their Cares and Sor- 
rows; ſo will it alſo be an inexpreſſible 
Bitterneſs to the Ungodly at their Death, 
to conſider that they then have no Hopes 
left of ſeeing any End of their Labours and 
Sorrows. Death is ſtiled the moſt terrible 
of all Things; and yet, becauſe it ſeems 
to carry in it ſome Reſt, therefore thoſe mi- 
ſerable Perſons, who are condemn'd to Hell, 
ſeek Death, and cannot find it they earneſtly de- 
fire it, and it flies from them. Rev. 9. there- 
fore is the Want of all Reſt judg'd a greater 
Evil than the moſt terrible Thing in Nature; 
and yet ſo blind and ſtupid are poor Mor- 
tals, that they make Nothing of loſing e- 
ternal Reſt, and going to that Place, where 
Reſt is utterly excluded by continual Tor- 
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Concerning the Hall of the Houſe 
of GOD. 


=© HERE remains now the Places 

wich are ſet apart in the Houſe 
for various Employments ; but 
ia that moſt bleſſed Houſe there 
will be but one Employment common to 
all, namely, the praiſing their Almighty 
and Eternal King. Here indeed, ſome are 
buſy in trading to get Wealth, others in 
ſeeing aſter Preferment, and acquiring 


great Places ; others diligently follow their 


Studies, that ſo they may commence fa- 
mous Maſters of Science.; others are forced 
to ſpend their Time in Mechanical Arts, that 
thereby they may get their Bread, and fur- 
niſh themſelves with Neceſſaries: But in 
that Region of Life and Immortality, there 
will be no Want, Ignorance, or Neceſſity; 


there will be no Ambition, all being content 


with their preſent Condition, and deſiring 
nothing more, but all intent on enjoying, lo- 
ving, and praifing the ſupreme Good. But 
ſome may perhaps imagine, that the Em- 
ployment of praiſing God in Pſalms, and 
Hymns, cannot be performed without ſome 

7925 Wearineſs, 
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Wearineſs, and there are many who think 
it a heavy Burthen impoſed on them, that 


they are obliged to ſpend ſo many Hours 


at Church in ſinging and praiſing God. In 


Anſwer to which, we Jay, that the praiſing 


of God in this Life, is a Work and Duty; 


but in the other, a Reward : From hence it 


is, that the Work of Praiſe is here man 

times mingled with Labour and Wearineſs, 
but in Heaven it will be moſt lovely and 
compleat. Now we read and ſing many 
Things which we do not well underſtand, 


and are troubled, with Variety of vain 


Thoughts, and wandring Imaginations, 
which, like Swarms of troubleſome Flies con- 
tinually moleſt us. Laſth, Our trail and cor- 
ruptible Bodies cannot long attend the more 
abſtracted Services of the Mind without 
Wearineſs ; but in that bleſſed Country, 
the Body will be impaſſable and immortal; 


there will be no vain Imaginations, and we 
hall perfectly underſtand all the divine Ser- 


vices we perform; and what is ſtill greater, 
our Thankſgivings will be the very Enjoyment 
of our Happineſs, and moſt conſiderable Iu- 
ſtance of Felicity; nor can an eternal Praiſe 
be troubleſome, which is attended with an 
eternal Pleaſure. Now, that the praiſing 
of God in Heaven is an Exerciſe of Blefled- 
neſs, the Prophet teaches us, when he ſays, 
Bleſſed are they that dwell in thy Houſe, for 


they 
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they will be ſtill praiſing thee. Pſalm 84. 
For, as the continual * Sight and Love of 
the chief Good, cauſes a perfect Happi- 
neſs, ſo the Praiſe and Admiration of the 
Beauty of this chief Good, is the Exerciſe 
of this Happineſs there, as we can never 
forget the mighty Benefits beſtow'd upon 
us, and the many undeſerved Tokens of 
bis Kindneſs and Love, ſo we ſhall take an 
eternal Pleaſure in. the conſtant Praiſes of 
our moſt beneficent Benefactor. 


